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From Your Pastor’s … 

Sermon Series Planned for This Fall   
 While worship will look different than any fall in our church’s history—God’s steadfast 
love endures. This fall, we will continue proclaiming the Good 
News of Jesus Christ in our worship whether it’s online, in 
person, or both! Get ready for the following Sermon Series: 

September: 
 As we head into a new school year in this pandemic, 
community is more important than ever. What does the Bible say 
about our lives together as Christian Community? How can it 
help us stay grounded this fall and beyond?  
 

October: 
 The last couple of years, our Stewardship seasons 
have focused on “Generosity.”  The theme this year is the 
title of a book by Scott McKenzie and Kristine Miller, “The 
Generosity Challenge:  28 Days of Gratitude, Prayer, and 
Faith.”  The book explores four themes: born to be 
generous, grounded in gratitude, revealed through prayer, 
and sealed in faith. 
 

 Come See Us! Pastor Visits Planned In The Porte-Cochere 
 As we have debriefed the last 6 months, we have come back to the same sentiment 
time and time again. We miss seeing our congregation. We miss getting the chance to greet 
you before worship, to hear about your lives and your families when you’re on campus. We 
simply miss you. Now that the weather is beginning to cool down, we’ve come up with a 
solution for how we can safely visit with you. 
Introducing Pastor Visits in the Porte-cochere! 
 We will have 30-minute time slots available each week to 
schedule a chat with us. We will meet in the shade of the Porte-
cohere. We will provide a chair for you to sit. If you would like, 
bring your favorite camp chair to make it as comfortable as 
possible. All we ask is that you come with a mask, water bottle, 
and an open heart. We can’t wait to spend time together! 
■To Meet with Pastors Josh or Lara: 
Call the Church Office or Email Christine Mowery to schedule a 
time.   
■To Meet with Pastor Randy: 
Email Pastor Randy to schedule a time with him.  



Welcome Lucas Safrit, Our New Intern 
My name is Lucas Safrit. I am 24 years 

old and live in Rowan County roughly between 
Salisbury, Faith, and China Grove. I am a lifelong 
resident of the area, and I am the seventh 
generation of my family to live here.  

I attend Wake Forest School of Divinity in 
Winston Salem, pursuing a master’s degree in 
Divinity while also seeking 
ordination into Pastoral 
Ministry within the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). 
A 2018 graduate of 
Catawba College, I earned 
my bachelor’s degree in 
history with a minor in 
Religion and Philosophy. 

 I am a member of 
Unity Presbyterian Church 
in Woodleaf and have been 
a lifelong Presbyterian. 
Being immersed in church settings have always 
been refreshing and enjoyable to me, and I have 
been blessed to already have had some 
experience with preaching and visiting church 
members in my path to ministry.  

Some of my hobbies include History 
(State and Local), Model Railroading, 
Photography, Reading, Fishing, Golfing, and 
being outdoors in general. I also enjoy writing, 
woodworking and gardening on occasion.  I have 
always considered Salisbury to be my home, and 
it brings me tremendous pleasure to continue my 
education through internship experience at First 
Presbyterian. I look forward to working with the 
leadership team and meeting everyone during my 
time of internship!  --Lucas Safrit 

A Message and Update From Archie 
Hi everyone! 
 Just want to say I miss you and I am glad 
to be back at work. Even though the pandemic 
has put a damper on things, the church property 
still needs attention and care. We have worked 
hard during this time to complete projects while 
things have been quieter. Property had the church 
steeple painted this summer, Antonio pressure 
washed all concrete steps, walkways and 
courtyard areas on the complex and has done a 
great job on cleaning the Sanctuary and many 
areas around the church.  
 We have cleaned carpets and waxed 
floors. Archie and Terry have worked on painting 
the upstairs classroom across from Elizabeth’s 
office, we updated the Ed Building kitchen with 
new countertops, painting of the kitchen and the 

cabinets, put on new handles, and in the 
Fellowship Hall new artwork was hung.  We 
painted Everyman’s classroom and installed new 
shutters, and we are currently painting the 
Conference room and shutters. We also cleaned 
out the boiler rooms.  
 We continue to move forward with many 
projects and will be glad to see you soon.  
    --Archie Tucker 

Congratulations To:  

● Josh and Lara Musser Gritter on their 2
nd

 
installation anniversary here at FPC 
● Sarah Garner and Clark Alcorn, who were 
married on Aug. 22 
 

Our Deepest Sympathy 
† Cindy Coleman and family, on the death of her 
grandmother 
† Robin Fisher and family, on the death of her 
father, George Ennis 
† The family of Joan Palmer (Petie Palmer’s 
daughter) who died recently 
† The family of Steve Landis who died Friday 
† Carr and Keith Garner, on the death of her 
mother, Wilma Caldwell, this week 
† Mark Lee – on the death of his father, Jim Lee 
† Bill Schnuit – on the death of his aunt, Thelma 
Schnuit 
† Patti Glassgow and family on the death of her 
mother, Lillian Earl Clark James 
† Zandra Spencer and family on the death of her 
nephew, David Gillespie 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 July 31, 2020 

  OPERATING 
  YTD Income 
 

669,136.23 

YTD Expenses 
 

592,772.18 

Cash Flow 
 

76,364.05 

Budgeted Expenses 
 

687,423.33 

YTD Expenses 592,772.18 

Under 
 

94,651.15 

Budgeted Income 687,423.33 

Actual Income 
 

669,136.23 

Under 
 

18,287.10 

DAY SCHOOL 
  YTD Income 
 

25,967.00 

YTD Expenses 
 

52,193.02 

YTD Loss 
 

-26,226.02 



From Pastor Randy… 

Take the “Generosity Challenge” 
 A few years ago, the “ice bucket 
challenge” swept across social media.  
People “challenged” each other to dump 
a bucket of ice water over their heads and 
challenge others to do the same.  
Everyone who participated donated at 
least $10 to ALS research.  They raised 
millions of dollars. 
 This October the Commitment 
Committee invites you to take the 

“Generosity 
Challenge.”  No ice 
water will be 
involved.  However, 
we hope you will join 
us in reflecting on 
the significance of 
Generosity in the 
Christian life and in 

the life of Presbyterian Church.   
 The last couple of years, our 
Stewardship seasons have focused on 
“Generosity.”  The theme this year is the 
title of a book by Scott McKenzie and 
Kristine Miller, “The Generosity 
Challenge:  28 Days of Gratitude, Prayer, 
and Faith.”  The book explores four 
themes:  born to be generous, grounded 
in gratitude, revealed through prayer, and 
sealed in faith.  Each week includes 
exercises for individuals and groups to 
expand generosity in the lives of 
Christians.  We will invite groups to study 
the book or view the video series.  We will 
focus on a different chapter each week in 
October.   
 Look for more information in late 
September by mail, email, and bulletins 
detailing information about how to get a 
book, view the videos, or join a zoom 
discussion.  You will certainly hear more 
about it on Sunday mornings.  In the 
meantime, I hope you will reflect 
prayerfully on the theme of the book:  

“Because we were born with the 
characteristics of God, it follows that we 
were born to be loving and generous, 
too.”  That is a lot more appealing than 
dumping a bucket of ice water on your 
head!  --Pastor Randy Kirby 

Day School Students Return Sept. 8 
 It is with tremendous excitement that 
students of the Day School are returning 
September 8!  Countless hours and careful 
planning by the Day School Board and myself 
went in to making this decision.   
 Once the announcement was made, 
parents responded with great delight.  As 
always, our focus will be for the love and 
safety our little students.  Our plan to return to 
school was delayed so that we could closely 
monitor the return of other schools, both 
public and private.   
 We are issuing safety guidelines 
recommended by various outlets such as the 
CDC, Health Department and American 
Pediatrics Association.  A few of the safety 
measures planned include staff wearing 
masks at all times, daily temperature checks, 
a wellness/safety pledge signed by the 
parents, and reduced time at the Day School.  
We will also be playing and learning as much 
as we can outside!   
 We are thankful for the support of so 
many to bring these children safely back to 
school and appreciate all your prayers for the 
us as we enter a new era for preschool 
education.   
           --Kelly Goodman, Day School Director 

Using Your Epiphany Stars 
 Epiphany Stars were handed out in 
January. The star had a ‘word’ on one side 
and a church family on the other. The goal for 
this year was to pray, contact, be supportive 
to the family…and see how the ‘word’ is 
brought into your life by the Holy Spirit. How 
is it going?  
 If you have not yet reached out to 
your family during this pandemic, please do 
so. Also keep your word in mind as life 
continues. Soon we may be asking you for 
brief stories of how the star has come to 
meaningful in your life this year.  
 



Christian Education 
News & Notes 

Fall Faith Formation  
Opportunities for Adults: 

*** all studies and gatherings will occur 
using Zoom, use the contact person to request the 
zoom link. 
 *** If you have any questions about these 
opportunities, how to use zoom, or how to contact 
someone please reach out to Elizabeth Snelbaker 
(esnelbaker@salisburyfirstpres.org or 704-636-
1321) 

● PW Bible Study - Into the Light: Finding 

Hope Through Prayer- 1st Monday of the 

month 11:00 am -September to May - 

Contact Randy Kirby 

● Philippians Bible Study Wednesday 

Mornings 9:00 - September to December 

- Contact Randy Kirby 

● The Road Back to You: An Enneagram 

Journey to Self- Discovery, 6 weeks 

Tuesday’s at 4:00 - Contact Elizabeth 

Snelbaker 

● Sunday School Classes - reach out to 

class contact for date, time, study 

information and zoom links 

○ Discovery - contact Dave Potts 

○ Everyman’s Bible Class - 

Sunday mornings, contact Tony 

Almeida 

○ New Horizons - contact Stephen 

Bullock 

○ The Open Door - contact 

Jennifer or Ames Flynn 

○ Sisters in Christ - contact Robin 

Fisher 

○ Sojourners - contact Trish Dunn 

○ Rumple Women’s Class - 

contact Kathy Tart 

What’s the deal with zoom? 
 Zoom is a platform for groups to meet and 
see each other virtually. All you need is 
a computer, tablet or smartphone and 
an internet connection. You can 
download the app for free by going to 
zoom.us. This website will walk you 
through the zoom process. If you still 
need help or have questions contact the 

church office and we can assist you in setting up 
and utilizing an account. Until we can all meet in 
person again we will be using zoom to stay 
connected. The technology is simple and easy to 
use. Even if you are not tech savvy, you can use 
this tool! We want to see you, so don’t let 
technology keep you from your church family. We 
are here to help! 

Are you in the Know?  
 First Presbyterian Church sends about 2 
emails a week with announcements, opportunities 
for ministry and growth, and 
worship information. If you are 
not receiving these emails, 
please check your junk folder 
or contact the church office. In 
addition, both our youth and 
children’s ministries send out 
about 1 email a week.  If you 
are a family with youth or children and are not 
receiving these emails, please contact the church 
office. 

Can you believe it? 
 Dr. Gary Chapman, author of the 
internationally acclaimed 5 Love Languages, will 
be visiting with us via Zoom the morning of 
September 26! The event will include two 
sessions- one for adults with children and youth in 
their lives (session 1) and 
one for couples (session 2). 
The Session 1 will include 
access to a pre-recorded 
video prior to Sept. 26 with 
an opportunity to submit 
questions that will be 
addressed live in a 45 
minute Question and 
Answer Session via zoom 
with Dr. Chapman on Sept. 
26.  
 The Marriage Session will be a 90-minute 
live presentation including time for questions and 
answers by Dr. Chapman on the 26

th
 You may 

attend one or both sessions. Each session will 
cost $10.00 per household or $15.00 per 

household for both sessions. 
This is a community event and 
we hope you will share this 
invitation with your family, 
friends, and co-workers. 
Registration information will be 
available shortly. Dr. Chapman 
suggests reading one or more of 
the following books The Five 

Love Languages for Children, The Five Love 



Languages for Teenagers and/or The DIY Guide 
to Building a Family that Lasts in preparation for 
the Family Session or Married and Still Loving It: 
The Joys and Challenges of the Second Half for 
the Marriage Session. Reading a book is not 
required but will enrich your experience. Please 
note the Marriage session will be applicable to 
couples in all stages of marriage. Another book to 
consider sharing with the children in your life is Dr. 
Chapman’s children’s book A Perfect Pet for 
Peyton: A Five Love Languages Discovery Book. 
Contact Jennifer Flynn or Elizabeth Snelbaker 
with questions 

Into the Light: Finding Hope  
Through Prayer- A Bible Study 
Presbyterian Women will host a monthly women’s 
Bible Study at 11:00 the first Monday of the month 
via zoom. Dr. Randy Kirby will be our facilitator as 
we explore prayers of both lamentation and hope, 
a timely discussion given the current situation in 

our nation and around 
the world. If you are not 
familiar with zoom we 
can help you access this 
resource for free. The 
first gathering will be 
September 14 at 11:00 
then on the first Monday 
of the month beginning in 
October with a final 
gathering in May. You 
may order your own copy 
of the study from 

www.presbyterianwomen.org though they are not 
required. Female friends and family are welcome! 
Please contact Dr. Kirby for more information or to 
register for the study. 

Children’s Faith Formation in the Fall: 
Join us for games, bible stories, crafts, fellowship 
and lots of fun!  Our first 
gatherings will be September 
13. If you are not receiving 
emails from Elizabeth 
Snelbaker about our Jr and 
First Kids Ministry please check 
your junk mail first and then 
contact Elizabeth with your 
email address. An email with 
details about our gatherings will be sent weekly. 
Please, please, please take a moment to read 
these! 
 ● Jr. First Kids (preschool and 
(recommended) kindergarten) 4:00 Sundays via 
zoom. Contact Elizabeth Snelbaker for zoom link 

or with questions (704-636-1321 or 
esnelbaker@salisburyfirstpres.org) 
 ● First Kids (elementary) 5:00 Sundays 
via zoom. Contact Elizabeth Snelbaker for zoom 
link or with questions (704-636-1321 or 
esnelbaker@salisburyfirstpres.org) 

 
A Gift for You!! 

Our church now has access to Amplify 
Media! Amplify is a multimedia platform that 
features thousands of videos you can use for 
study, reflection, worship 
and inspiration. Amplify 
videos can be used in 
your small groups, Bible 
studies and, of course, in 
your own personal faith 
journey. There are videos 
for all ages preschool 
and up. You can access 
all of these videos 
anytime and on almost any device (computer, 
smartphone, smartTV, tablet).  

To access your Amplify account, just 
follow these simple steps:  

1. Go to my.amplifymedia.com/amplify  
2. Enter our Access Code NPRBCX. *** 

This is an access code to set up your account. 
You will need to use a password of your choosing 
when prompted to set one. 

3. You will then be prompted to sign up 
for an account.  The church is paying for your 
membership so this account will be free!   

Once you have an account set up you will 
be able to go to Amplifymedia.com at any time 
and login or by downloading the Amplify Media 
app.  

Several of our Sunday school classes and 
small groups are planning to utilize this resource 
for their discussions. Jr and First Kids will be 
using curriculum videos on Amplify for their 
gatherings as well. You can also access Amplify 
for your personal time of spiritual growth or to find 
safe video content for your children to watch (and 
learn Bible stories without even realizing it). If you 
have any questions please contact Elizabeth 
Snelbaker (esnelbaker@salisburyfirstpres.org or 
704-636-1321) and she will be more than happy 
to answer any questions.  

The Christian Education Committee is 
excited and thankful that the church has made this 
resource available!  If you know someone who 
does not receive our church emails or newsletter 
who is interested in utilizing Amplify, please have 
them contact Elizabeth Snelbaker. 

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
mailto:esnelbaker@salisburyfirstpres.org


Christian Education News (Cont.) 
 

The Road Back to You 
At the start of the Pandemic I began 

reading Simple Abundance by Sarah Ban 
Breathnach, which has been a balm to my 
soul. In the August 2 reading Sarah proposes 
the idea that “the gentlest lessons teach us 
the most.”  Yes, metal is refined through fire; 
trial and tribulation stretch us revealing 
strengths and weaknesses not yet 

discovered, but who 
says we can’t learn 
and grow in the joy 
of life? Yes, there is 
a temptation to get 
lazy and 
complacent during 
the steady drum of 
routine, Yes, there 

is an opportunity to become overly indulgent 
and entitled during times of celebration and 
excitement, but these too are the seasons of 
life.   Why can’t we look for growth and 
revelation in them as well as in times of 
challenge and striving? Can’t we enjoy the 
season of the flower, of the ripened fruit, of 
the harvest? A plant doesn’t stop growing just 
because it flowers. In fact, it is at these times 
of bounty that a plant gives most generously 
to its ecosystem.  Insects feast on nectar, 
creatures of every station are sustained 
through the gift of fruit and in this time, 

recreation occurs as new life 
springs from the seeds 
spread and consumed. 
What harvest, what bounty, 
is available to us in life’s 
bloom? How might we feed 
the world around us and 
spread the seed of new life?  

In the August 1 entry 
of Simple Abundance Sara 

suggests that we “consider this: what if 
‘original sin is denying instead of celebrating 
your originality?’” To sin is to “miss the mark”. 
Sarah is proposing that we sin, we miss the 
mark, when we shy away from who we are, 
when we get so lost in the martyrdom of 

sacrifice that we deny the wonder of God’s 
creation that is us.  

There is no arguing that trial and 
struggle prune the dead and weak parts from 
our soul, but let's not overlook and neglect 
that which is produced in the harvest.  How 
might you tap into the nurturing of the Holy 
Spirit? How might you learn and grow in 
times of joy? What might you uncover and 
discover about yourself, and about God in the 
time between ordeals? How might you learn 
to sustain your soul and live in gratitude in the 
calm and quiet before the next season of 
unrest?  

One way is through self-discovery. 
When we better understand the workings of 
our mind and heart we can better tap into that 
which is strong and learn from that which is 
weaker. I invite you to explore with me The 
Enneagram. Never heard of it? Don’t worry, 
neither had I until about a year and a half 
ago, and in true Spirit fashion once I first 
heard about it, it kept popping up over and 
over again. The Enneagram is a personality 
type system. While I do not propose it to be 
full proof, I have found it to be an interesting 
tool in self-
discovery. This fall 
a small group will 
be forming for 6 
weeks to utilize 
the book “The 
Road Back to 
You” by Ian 
Morgan and 
Suzanne Stabile 
and it’s 
corresponding 
study guide. We 
will meet Tuesdays at 4:00 via zoom 
beginning September 22. While the study is 
only 5 weeks, Rev. Carol Hassell, Spiritual 
Director and Enngeagram Consultant, will be 
with us week 6 to speak about the 
Enneagram and to answer questions. Please 
contact me to register for the class and 
receive the zoom link.  

Peace and grace, 
Elizabeth Snelbaker 
esnelbaker@salisburyfirstpres.org 
704-636-1321 

mailto:esnelbaker@salisburyfirstpres.org


News For & About Our Youth 

 Bob Dylan looked out at the world in the 70’s 
and wrote those fitting and famous words, “Times, they 
are a changin’.” Words that are prescient for our time. In 
this time of endless change, no one is affected more 
than young people. The very generation that has been 
born into the fastest technological boom in human 
history is now being educated under its guise. Constant 
change, societal upheaval, widespread uncertainty, this 
is where our young people live.  
 As a result, youth ministry this year, especially 
this fall, at First Presbyterian is going to look different, 
precisely because youth are in a different place than 
they’ve been. It can be easy to become swept up in the 
anxieties of our times, but it is our desire as a youth 
ministry to focus on the values that give us our reason 
for being: belonging and connection. Writer and 
researcher Brene Brown says, “If you have more than 
four values that represent your organization, you have 
no values at all.” In other words, in times of great 
transition, focusing on a few simple values gives us 
direction.   
 The first thing we know about youth ministry at 
First Presbyterian is that it is about belonging. At the 
beginning of every youth group, I have gotten into the 
habit of telling kids “why I think we are here.” What I say 
is something like, “The God who created the universe 
loves you, which makes you a beloved child, which 
means all the mess of your life doesn’t define you as 
much as God does.” In short, youth ministry is about the 
simple phrase, “you belong here.” The challenge of our 
unique moment is translating this simple value in a 
world where physical large-group gatherings aren’t 
possible. In developing our ministry ideas, we are 
keeping in mind that the same Spirit that inaugurated 
the Church’s life at Pentecost is the Spirit who binds us 
together now. “Belonging together” may not look the 
same as it did last year, but it will continue to guide us 
into what belonging means now.  
 The second thing we know about youth 
ministry at 1st Pres is that it is about connection. Prior 
to the pandemic sociologists were ringing the alarm 
bells that our young people were more disconnected 
than ever, more anxious than ever, more depressed 
than ever. The opposite of loneliness is connection—
being the body of Christ. Again, the way Christ knits us 
together as his body will look entirely different this year. 
Nevertheless, the value of connection through the Spirit 
will remain at our beating heart.  
 Since the world is ever-changing, what you will 
find below is a list of youth ministry commitments. All of 
these ministry items are rooted in belonging and 
connection. Not all of them have definite dates, but all 
contain the promise that youth ministry at First 
Presbyterian will continue to be directed by Christ’s 
belonging and the Spirit’s connecting us together.  

Youth Ministry This Fall: 
The best way to get information about Youth 
ministry is via text and email. If you are not 

currently on either list,  please reach out to Josh at 
Jmussergritter@salisburyfirstpres.org. 

■ GoBo on the Porch: Since Wednesdays this fall are 
virtual days for many students, Josh will be inviting small 
groups and individual youth to share a Go Burrito meal 
every Wednesday at noon on his porch. Josh will be 
reaching out to 
students individually, 
but he also welcomes 
parents to extend their 
desire to have a youth 
involved in a lunch meeting. Josh will pre-purchase the 
meal and have it set up so as to follow wise health 
guidelines of social distancing. This has already begun, 
and will continue as long as weather permits.  
■ Drive-in Movie @ the Courtyard: Josh has purchased a 
24 foot blow up screen in the hopes of holding one or more 
“drive-in” movie nights outside in the First Presbyterian 
courtyard. Youth and young families (and others) are 
invited! Expect more to come!  
■ Faith @Home: Experts say that the two most important 
factors in youth sustaining faith are: Faith practices at 
home and Mentoring from adults other than parents. 
We’ll be gearing ministry toward the first by providing 
families with brief dinner devotionals each week of every 
month. Each table devotion provides a brief scripture, a 
question, and a prayer. This is something you can do with 
your whole family.  
■ Connecting with Youth leaders: One of the ways we 
hope to connect with your youth is through the commitment 
of our lovely youth leaders. Our hope this year is that every 
student will have a leader reach out to them at one time or 
another. Christine Mowery has sent an email asking for 
your student’s cell number. We hope to update our church 
software so we can better reach your students this year.  
■ Outdoor Gatherings: Our youth committee is currently 
waiting to see how school re-openings go before making 
definitive decisions about gathering our youth in person. 
That being said, we know our youth need to be together, 
and we are planning creative ways to do so that allow for 
both connection and safety (frisbee golf, outdoor youth 
group, etc.). These gatherings will remain focused on faith, 
community, and being together.  
■ Youth Birthday cards: Feeling recognized and known is 
so significant for our young people, especially in these 
challenging times. Josh hopes to send birthday cards to 
each youth this year as a way of making them feel special 
and seen. We will try our best to not miss anyone. If your 
youth’s birthday seems to have not been recorded in our 
system, reach out to Josh.  
■ Weekly Zoom Check-ins: Most of our youth are tired of 
zoom at this point. That being said, it can still be a way for 
them to see one another during the school week. Josh will 
open up two zoom meetings, one for MS and one for HS, 
during the week. Each meeting will be 30 minutes long, 
with the hopes of saying hello to one another. You’ll 
receive information about these check-ins in the weekly 
youth emails. These are not for everyone, but as long as a 
few students enjoy the time together, Josh will make the 
time.  
■Service in the Community: Mission has always been 
important to our youth ministry at First Presbyterian. We 
are working on ways for youth and their families to serve 
alongside one another at Rowan Helping Ministries. We 
will continue to try to provide ways to serve and connect 
with others during this challenging time.    --Pastor Josh 



Wednesday Night Vespers In The Courtyard 
6:00-6:30 pm, Sept 9 – Oct 28 
Be still and know that I am God. Psalm 46:10 

 It’s the middle of a hectic week. While it hasn’t been as busy as it would have been without a 
pandemic—it’s been hectic in your mind and heart. You’re worried about schools, about the next stage of 
the pandemic, about politics, about seeing your family, about whatever headline everyone is shouting 
about today. You consider plopping on the couch, turning on Netflix, and letting your mind go blank as the 
evening hours pass. Instead, your family grabs blankets or camp chairs and drives to church.  
 As soon as you park and get out of the car you can hear the distant sound of 
music, perhaps cello, guitar, dulcimer, or violin. As you walk closer to the courtyard 
you see a holy scene before you—church members setting up camp chairs and 
blankets—socially distanced but held together in this sacred space and time. You 
wave at a few friends as your family finds a spot to sit near the fountain.  
 The music continues and you have some time to be still, to let your mind 
wander, to pray. The gentle sound of the fountain and the music mix together to 
create a serenity you’ve been longing for all week. Between the pastor reading a 
psalm or praying, you have time to talk to God and time to let God talk to you. When the pastor offers the 
benediction, you reach out your hands and feel the blessing is from God given just for you. The next 
morning the worries are still there, people are still shouting about the headlines but you have a renewed 
sense of inner-peace knowing God is walking with you moment by moment, day by day.  
Join us Wednesdays at 6:00-6:30 pm, September 9 – October 28 - Prelude music starts at 5:45. 
Please come prepared to observe the following Communal Safety measures: 

 Face Masks are required to be worn properly over the nose and mouth for the entire duration of one’s time on 

campus for all people over 5 years old. In keeping with the Governor’s guidance about school aged children, 
masks are not required for children under 6 years old. Children ages 3-6, are encouraged to wear masks when 
seated. If you do not have one, a disposable face mask will be provided.  

 Social distancing of 6’ or more is required at all times and in all places on campus. Seating areas for 

households will be marked in chalk in the courtyard. If the pre-marked areas for households fill up, households 
may find a distanced place to sit outside of the courtyard concrete. At least 6’ of distance is required between 
your household and others.  

 Hand Sanitizer We encourage attendees to bring their own hand sanitizer. 

 Bring your own chairs and blankets for your household.  

 No singing will take place. There will be live instrumental music throughout the Vespers service. 

 No food or drink will be provided. Please do not bring drinks to sip on during vespers as sipping requires 

temporary removal of face masks.  

 Contact Tracing a picture will be taken at the beginning of the service to enable contact tracing should any 

attendee get sick.  

 Weather Cancelation notices will be posted on the church website and Facebook page by 5:00 pm on the day 

of the Vespers service. 
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