
*Hymn 147 The First Nowell THE FIRST NOWELL 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Holy and loving God, 

we have dwelt in darkness 

and preferred it to the light; 

we have been proud of our accomplishments 

and despaired over our shortcomings. 

Smooth down the mountains of our pride, 

and lift up the valleys of our doubts. 

Open a path in the wilderness of our lives 

that we might find our way to you again. 

Refine us and prepare us once again 

for life in your kingdom. 

Hear our prayer, O Lord. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 May the Peace of Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

Proclamation of the Word 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

First Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 Bible NT p. 1 

 

Second Reading: John 1:1-14 Bible NT p. 86 

 

Sermon Rev. Lara Musser Gritter 

“Epiphany!” 

 

Responding to the Word 

 

**Affirmation of Faith   

We believe in Jesus Christ. 

He was the Son of God. 

He was the Son of Man. 

He came down from heaven. 

He was born in a stable. 
 

Kings came to his cradle. 

His first home was a cave. 

He was born to be a king. 

He was a child of Mary. 

He was the greatest among rulers. 

He was the least among servants. 

He was loved and honored. 

He was despised and rejected. 

He was gentle and loving. 

He made many enemies. 

He counseled perfection. 

He was a friend of sinners. 

He was a joyful companion. 

He was a man of sorrows. 

He said, "Don't be anxious." 

He said, "Count the cost." 

He said, "Deny yourself." 

He said, "Ask and receive." 

He said, "Rejoice." 

He said, "Repent." 

He said, "Love God with all your heart." 

He said, "Love your neighbor as yourself." 

In him was life. 

He died on a cross. 

He was a historic person. 

He lives today. 
 

He was Jesus of Nazareth. 

He is Christ our Lord. 

 

Pastoral Prayer  

 

Offering of Gifts & Distribution of Epiphany Stars 

 

Offertory  

 

*Doxology OLD 100TH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God, all creatures here below 

Praise God above, ye heav’nly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen.    

 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Great Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Communion  

“The body of Christ, broken for you.” 

“The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

 

Sent by the Word 

 

*Hymn 150 As with Gladness Men of Old DIX 

 

*Benediction 

 

*Postlude  

 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit 

+Bold indicates congregational participation 

 

We are happy to have God’s children of all ages attend worship. If 

you desire, we have a wonderful nursery located in the Family Life 

Center building. Please see an usher, and they will be happy to guide 

you to the nursery, since the building is locked for the safety of our 

children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JOYS AND CONCERNS 

*Sylvia Wiseman, Sam Meredith, Larry Ford, Kathryn Graham (Kathy 

Pulliam’s mother), Marvin Gritter (Josh Musser Gritter’s grandfather) 

*Frank Saunders, on the death of his mother, Kathryn Saunders 

*Jim Sink, on the death of his mother, Edith Green Sink 

*Andrew Ward, on the death of his father, Ed Ward 

 

Continuing Concerns: Malcolm Bullock, Jack Creamer (Troy Creamer’s 

father), Jack Eichelberger, George Ennis (Robin Fisher’s father), Paul 

Fisher, Katharine Smith, Trevor Williams, Boonie Young 

 

Every week you see a list of people in our bulletin who need prayer. 

If you are in the hospital or sick at home, we would like to include 

your name on the list and be in touch during your time of need. 

Hospitals are not allowed to let us know. Do not assume we have 

heard. Please call the church office at 704-636-1321. Thanks! 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

Sun  Jan 5 8:30 Sanctuary Worship w/communion 

  8:50 LCW Worship w/communion 

  10:00 Sunday School 

  11:00  Sanctuary Worship w/communion 

  4:30 TWAM Youth 

  5:00 1st Kids 

Mon Jan 6 11:00 PW Bible Study 

  12:30 Daisy Bible Study 

  6:00 Personnel, CE, Youth 

  7:00 All Committee 

Tues  Jan 7 9:15 Staff 

  1:00 Parkinson’s Support Group 

Wed  Jan 8 5:30 Handbells 

  6:00 Stephen Ministers 

  7:00 Choir 

Thurs Jan 9 2:30 C & A 

  7:00 LCW Rehearsal 

Sun  Jan 12 8:30 Sanctuary Worship 

  8:50 LCW Worship 

  10:00 Sunday School 

  11:00  Sanctuary Worship  

  4:15 TWAM Meeting 

  5:00 1st Kids, TWAM Youth 

 

THE SANCTUARY FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor 

of FPC Staff and in memory of Jean F. Jordan, by the David B. Jordan 

family.  

 

 

 

MUSICIANS: John Stafford, Missy Brown 

 

GREETERS: Gerald Ross 

 

JR AND FIRST KIDS - will meet today, at 5:00. We will have a family 

pizza night with games.  

 

TWAM YOUTH - Today, at 4:30-6:00, our HS and MS Youth will kick-

off the new year with a Bowling night at Woodleaf Lanes. Cost is $10.  

 

SISTERS IN CHRIST Sunday School class is back for 2020, starting 

Sunday, Jan 12, at 10:00, and is inviting all women of the church to join 

them in a new study by Christine Caine called 20/20! In this 7-session study, 

Ms. Caine will help us develop a new understanding of how God sees us 

and has chosen us to help make Jesus’ name known on this planet. Through 

biblical teaching and lessons from her own life, Ms. Caine will challenge us 

to share the story of how God’s love has transformed lives and to become 

"alive for mission". This study is video-based with a 30-minute video 

followed by 10-15 minutes of discussion for 7 weeks. Sisters meets in the 

classroom beside Dr. Randy Kirby's office. 

 

BEEP! BEEP! Everyone likes parking close to the church—especially in 

winter months. But this is a friendly reminder to leave spaces in the church 

parking lot for visitors and people with limited mobility. If you are able to 

walk, park on Jackson, by the Library, or in the bank lot (do not block the 

drive thru lanes or the atm) and allow the walk to center you for worship.  

 

 

PASTORS: 

Revs. Josh and Lara Musser Gritter, Dr. Randy Kirby 

 

PASTOR(s) ON CALL: 

Rev. Lara Musser Gritter 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

John Stafford 
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Epiphany Sunday 

 

 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 

 

Prelude   John Stafford, organ 

The Shepherds at the Manger (IN DULCI JUBILO) Franz Liszt 

 

Welcome and News of the Church 

 

*Call to Worship 
As the magi saw a star rising in the night sky, 

God direct us to the great mystery of faith. 

As the magi followed the star from distant lands, 

Holy Spirit, journey with us in this New Year. 

As the magi stopped beneath the star, 

Jesus we bow down to worship you. 

 


