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The Pastor’s Reflections… 

Advent Anticipation: A Fun, Joyful Time of Year
 When do you start listening to Christmas music? Are 
you like me, dutifully waiting until after Thanksgiving to click 
on your “Christmas is Coming” playlist? Or are you like Josh 
who likes to start sneaking Jingle Bells and Wonderful 
Christmastime shortly after Halloween? Or are you like the 
meme that shows a calendar of the whole year with six 
months circled in red and green and a little orange oval 
around Thanksgiving weekend? It’s a fun, joyful time of 
year. Of course, people want to stretch it out as long as 
possible.  
 Yet there’s another calendar that we can consider 
when planning our holiday harmonies—the Christian 
Calendar. This is a calendar put together by Christians over 

the last two-thousand 
years. It marks our 
Christian holidays like 
Christmas and Easter 
and seasons like 
Advent, Lent, and 
Epiphany. The 
Christian Calendar 
makes a clear 

distinction between Advent and Christmas. Advent is a 
season of preparation and anticipation of God’s breaking 
into our human condition to be born as a baby. This 
calendar encourages us to hold off on Christmas music until 
December 25th and then go wild cramming in as much 
Christmas cheer as possible for 12 days.   
 Throughout Advent here are First Presbyterian 
Church, we’re going to be led in anticipation and longing for 
Jesus by the Spirituals. For those unfamiliar, the Spirituals 
are songs of hope that were written by enslaved people 
who found themselves in desperate circumstances. Our 
Lewis Preaching Series preacher next year, Rev. Dr. Luke 
Powery, describes the Spirituals poignantly,  
 “They are musical memorabilia of hope in seemingly 
helpless situations. These songs, these musical lifelines, 
reveal the possibility of hope in hellish circumstances, light 
in the midst of darkness, and love in the face of hate” (Rise 

up Shepherd, ix). The 
Spirituals encourage us to 
see in Advent the gift of 
God’s hope amidst the pain 
of our world. While these are 
not Christmas songs, their 
deep yearning for God’s 
healing and justice make 
them perfect for the season 
of Advent. 
 Whether you break 
out Rock around the 
Christmas Tree in October or 
on December 25th, this 
Advent we encourage you to 
add the Spirituals to your 
playlist. Allow them to guide 
you deeper into the pain and 
sorrow of the human 
condition so that on 
Christmas Eve you might 
sing “Oh come, oh come, 
Emmanuel” with all your 
body, soul, and self.   
  -Pastor Lara Musser Gritter 

 

 
  



December 2019 
Usher Volunteers for December 
Marny Hendrick, CHM          Lee Johnson 
David Carmichael                Stewart Adams 
Pat Weber                          Steve Safrit 
John Ware                           
Join The Team—We have openings in our 
monthly usher crews and welcome your 
participation. Contact Marny Hendrick or the 
church office if you are interested. 

 Greeters For December Services 
 (Volunteers always welcome; contact Gail Bankett 
or the church office 

Dec 1 
8:30 a.m. - Zandra Spencer 
11:00 a.m. - Glenda Askew, Rosa Burwell, Jim 
and Barbara Norman 
Dec 8  
8:30 a.m. - Joyce Durkee 
11:00 a.m. - Bill and Paula Troxler, John and 
Anne Cave, ED and Elizabeth Cook 
Dec 15 
8:30 a.m. - Robert and Lynn Bertram 
11:00 a.m. - Henry and Missy Brown, Acey and 
Carol Worthy, Mark and Teresa Rufty 
Dec 22 
8:30 a.m. - Wayne and Deborah Alexander 
11:00 a.m. - Don and Elizabeth Bergsma, Dan 
and Jan Williams, Bob and Barb Bruce 
Dec 24 (Christmas Eve) 
5:00 p.m. - Denny and Dotty Shantz 
9:00 p.m. - Chris and Renee Bradshaw, David 
and Charlotte Hall, Gail Langdon 
Dec 29 (One worship service - Sanctuary) 
10:30 a.m. - Betty Mohs, Dan and Karen De 
Graaf, Kent Roberts 

December Deacon Greeters 
Dec 1 
Fisher St.  Nancy Linn 
Lewis Hall-North Diane Coggin 
Dec 8 
Fisher St.             Cindi Graham 
Lewis Hall-North          Doug Loeblein 
Dec 15 
Fisher St.  David Swaim 
Lewis Hall-North Sara Lee 
Dec 22 
Fisher St.  Laura Lewis 
Lewis Hall-North Carol Worthy 
Dec 29 
Fisher St.  Scott Hay 
Lewis Hall-North Libby Fowler 

December Bread Delivery Volunteers 
Dec 1  Tracy Smith 
Dec 8  Wayne and Deborah Alexander 
Dec 15  Paula Troxler 
Dec 22  Lynn Miller 
Dec 29  Denny and Dotty Shantz 

Rowan Helping Ministries Shelter Duty  
(3

rd
 Thursday evenings monthly) 

December 19 Session 

FPC Food Pick Up For RHM Food Pantry 
Dec   Steve Thomas 
Substitute:  Nick Langdon 

Upcoming Newsletter Deadlines  
(As a general rule, the deadline is the 3

rd
 

Wednesday of each month) 
Edition   Deadlines   
February  January 22  
March   February 19 
April   March 18 
May   April 22 
June   May 20 
July   June 17 
August   July 22 
September  August 19 
October   September 16 
November  October 21 
December  November 16 
January 2021   December 21 

Congratulations To:  
● David Jordan, on the birth of his great-
granddaughter, Francesca Sophia-Jane Freed, on 
Oct. 28. Francesca’s parents are Jake and 
Kendall Jordan Freed and her grandparents are 
Kim and Bryan Jordan.  
● Alex and Kristin Black, on the birth of their 
daughter, Penelope Juliette Black, on Oct. 31. 
Penelope’s grandparents are Gary and Lisa Black 
and her great-grandparents are Jim and Betty 
Carli  

Our Sincere Sympathy To: 

† Elizabeth Calvert, on the death of her cousin, 
Donny Tew. 
† Mike Drinkard and family, on the death of his 
step-father, Jesse Key 
† Suzanne Casey and family, on the death of her 
husband, John Casey 
† Brad Farrah and family, on the death of his 
mother, Nioma Farrah 

 
 
 
 
 



Christian Education 
News & Notes 

 

Elementary Sunday School Classes will 
not meet during the month of December.  

Children will be attending the 
Advent Gatherings with their 
families. Crafts and Christmas 
lessons will be provided for 
the children during this time. 

■ 
We are looking forward to our 
Advent Gatherings in 

Fellowship Hall during the month of 
December.  Sunday School classes will 
be providing the 
refreshments. 
Dec 1:    Open Door & 
Discovery 
Dec. 8:   New Horizon 
& Sojourners 
Dec 15:  Confirmation 
& Mentors, Middle  
               School & High School 
Dec 22:  Rumple & Contemporary 
Christian 

■ 
Come join us during the December 1st 

Advent Gathering and 
make an advent 
wreath for your 
family. We will provide 
you with all the 
needed supplies. 
Come and have some 
family fun!  Extra 

hands are needed to help our little ones! 
■ 

The Children’s Pop-Up Christmas 
Pageant will take place on December 24, 
at 5:00 p.m. during the Christmas Eve 
Family Worship Service.  NO rehearsal 
needed. Kids, just “pop up” on Christmas 
Eve. The children will need to be here at 

4:30 in the New Horizon Sunday School 
class.  You can pick out your costume! 
 

 

 

 

Holly Jolly Christmas Gathering        
 Dust off your ugly Christmas 
sweaters!  It's time for the 2nd annual Holly 
Jolly Christmas Party. Our family friendly 
party will be Sunday, December 15, at 5:00.  

Carols, Christmas BINGO, 
games and an ugly sweater 
contest will be enjoyed by all. 
     Fellowship Committee will 
provide baked ham and fried 
chicken.  If your last name 
begins with letters A-R, 
please bring a side dish.  If 
your last name begins with 

letters, S-Z, please bring a dessert.  
      We look forward to seeing you at the 
Holly Jolly Christmas Party!! 

 

Notes Of Sincere Thanks 
Dear First Pres family, 
 Thank you for all the thoughtful blue card 
messages which were so uplifting, cheerful, and 
appreciated. Also, for the calls, flowers, get well 
cards, and visits. This helped time to pass easily 
and pleasant.  
 Thank you for our blue card ministry and 
the sharing of your love. 
  God’s love and blessings, 
  Pat Weber 

● 
Dear Friends and Fellow Disciples, 
 During this season of the year, our 
thoughts focus on gratitude for the many 
blessings in our lives. Thank you for visits, phone 
calls, gifts of food and flowers, and, especially 
your prayers following my surgery. Please know 
that your thoughtfulness and care warmed my 
heart. 
 Love in the Name of Christ, 
 Glenda Long 
 



 



Advent Season at First Presbyterian Church 
Rise Up Shepherd! 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 - 1
ST

 SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Purple Candle – Hope 
Star Tree (One Church, One Child) in Fellowship Hall 

8:30 am  Worship with communion in the Sanctuary 
8:50 am  Life Center Worship with communion in Lewis Hall 
9:15 am  Advent Gatherings in Fellowship Hall - Hosts: Open Door & Discovery 

10:00 am Sunday School; Advent Wreath Building in Fellowship Hall 
 11:00 am Worship with communion in the Sanctuary 

5:00 pm Jr. & First Kids, TWAM Youth 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 - 2
ND

 SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Purple Candle – Peace 
Star Tree (One Church, One Child) in Fellowship Hall 

8:30 am Worship in the Sanctuary 
8:50 am  Lessons and Carols in LCW - Lewis Hall 
9:15 am Advent Gatherings - Hosts: New Horizons & Sojourners 
10:00 am  Sunday School 
11:00 am Lessons and Carol in the Sanctuary 
5:00 pm Jr. and First Kids; TWAM Youth Christmas Party 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 - 3
RD

 SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Pink Candle – Joy 
8:30 am Worship in the Sanctuary 
8:50 am LCW Worship in Lewis Hall 
9:15 am  Advent Gatherings in Fellowship Hall - Hosts: Confirmation,   
       Mentors, MS/HS Youth 
10:00 am Sunday School 

 11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary  
          5:00 pm        HOLLY JOLLY CHRISTMAS PARTY (covered dish) 
   

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 
 
– 4

th
 SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Purple Candle – Love 
8:30 am Worship in the Sanctuary 
8:50 am LCW Worship in Lewis Hall  
9:15 am  Advent Gathering in Fellowship Hall - Hosts: Rumple & Contemporary  
        Christians 

11:00 am  Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 
 
– CHRISTMAS EVE 

5:00 pm  Family Worship with pageant in Lewis Hall                       
9:00 pm  Candlelight Service with communion in Sanctuary (Music begins 8:30)       

   
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 
9:30 am  Sunday School (no Children or Youth Sunday School) 

10:30 am  Unified Worship in Sanctuary 
 



Major Enhancements Coming  
To First Pres Worship Spaces 
 In early 2019, a task force was assembled 
to evaluate our Worship Spaces at First 
Presbyterian – Sanctuary, Lewis Hall, Celebration 
Hall, etc.  The task force included members from 
various committees, representatives from all 
services, and staff members.  
 Our work was bound by the core values of 
the church, while thinking forward to our future 
needs. The reality is that we had not upgraded our 
audio/visual technologies in the Sanctuary for 
many years, and Lewis Hall was not originally 
designed to be a worship space. 
 With much due diligence, the task force 
looked at worship spaces from other churches 
and considered 
several options to 
enhance our 
spaces visually, 
while looking at 
updating our 
audio/visual 
technologies in 
both spaces. After 
getting quotes 
from several 
companies, the 
task force settled on Signature Sight & Sound, a 
Charlotte company, to upgrade our spaces and 
technologies.   
 The Worship Space Task Force reported 
to Session the results of their work, and Session 
approved moving forward with upgrades to the 
Sanctuary and Lewis Hall. Multiple committees 
plus Maxwell Chambers Trust came together to 
fully finance this project. Subsequently, a new 
Implementation Task Force was formed to 
oversee installation process that should begin 
after the Christmas Holidays.   
 We want to prepare you for those 
changes that will allow you to hear and see better 
in both spaces. The Sanctuary will include a T-
Coil system for hearing-impaired individuals to 
connect through their own devices. A new camera 
system will be installed in the Sanctuary to 
transmit the service to the televisions in the choir 
loft. An acoustical issue will be resolved in the 
chancel with sound panels. New speakers and 
microphones will be mounted in both spaces. 
 In Lewis Hall, you’ll see a new larger 
projection system, a rear projection screen for the 
praise team to view, ceiling mounted speakers, 
theater-style lighting, new monitor system for the 
band, and video capabilities that will include 

streaming of video from the Sanctuary to Lewis 
Hall. We’ve upgraded the computer and 
presentation software will utilize iPads to control 
the sound from anywhere in the room.  
 Our technology in both spaces will truly 
enhance our current worship offerings. We’ll be 
capable of hosting community gatherings and 
events that could create unity in downtown 
Salisbury. 
 Audio/visual technology can become 
obsolete in a short time, but we’re confident that 
the upgrades will serve us for years going 
forward. Our facilities will be 21

st
 century state of 

the art; and that is exciting, as we prepare for the 
200

th
 Anniversary of First Presbyterian of 

Salisbury. 
 This project has been a massive and 
collaborative effort supported by so many groups: 
the Property, Finance, and Worship Committees, 
Session, and Maxwell Chambers Trust. Thanks 
especially to all who have served on the Worship 
Spaces Task Force, the Implementation team!  
       - Blaine Smith, Elder Class 2020 
 

UPDATE FROM 
COMMITMENT 

 “We want to thank all of you for 
your generosity during our 2020 
Commitment Campaign! As of 
Nov. 19, our church has 
generously committed $881,608 
toward our 2020 budget of 
$1,060,516. We still have close to 
$178,908 to go in order to fully 
fund the ministries and mission of 
our church in 2020. If you haven’t 
yet made a pledge, we encourage 
you to consider doing so soon. 
Thank you for responding to God’s 
call to give.” 
  

  
Please Let Us Know If You  
Are Facing Health Challenges 
Every week you see a list of people who need 
prayer in our bulletin. If you are in the hospital 
or sick at home, be sure and let us know so 
that we can include your name and be in 
touch during your time of need. Hospitals are 
not allowed to let us know. Do not assume we 
have heard. Please call the church office at 
704-636-1321. Thank you 
 



Three Wide Foundation 
Appeals For Assistance 
 Three-Wide Foundation began 
with Steve and Donna Thomas 
responding to children in need in our 
community. To serve this community 
THREE WIDE now hosts an annual 
Christmas dinner for Community In 
Schools identified students and their 
families here at First Pres. The goal is to 
also supply each child with a new winter 
coat.  
 If you wish to help with the dinner 
on Dec. 19, please contact Steve 
Thomas. If you wish to donate a new 
elementary-sized coat, drop it off in the 
church office no later than Dec. 17.  

News From Meals On Wheels 
 Merry Christmas to Everyone!!  The most 
beautiful season of the year has arrived and we 
rejoice as we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 Once again we are grateful for our faithful 
MOW volunteers for their unfailing service this 
past year. "Thank You" to those who delivered 
meals in October:  Mylisa Phillips, Lynda Watson, 
Jim Mitchell, Wayne Hayworth, Missy and Henry 
Brown, Kim Johnson, Anne and Frank Saunders, 
Barbara and Jim Norman, Myrna Crocker, Eleanor 
Sandifer, Helen Kichefski, Glenda Askew, Sherry 
Beck, Scott Hay, Mary Greene, Betsy 
Cunningham, Deb and Marty Walker, Tracy 
Smith, Margaret Mentus, Linda Jones, Buddy 
Farnan, Randy Lassiter, Dianne Scott, Susie 
Riggs, Sybil and Bill Baker, Tricia Johnson and 
her daughter.  
 We also want to thank Lynda Watson and 
Mylisa Phillips for their many years of service. 
They are ‘retiring’ from their route. Thank you 
ladies! 
 MEALS ON WHEELS DRIVER NEEDED! 
Are you available to deliver meals on the 2

nd
 

Thursdays of each month? We need you! Call 
Eleanor Sandifer to volunteer (704-630-6249). 

 

Congratulations To Max Fisher 
Max Fisher will graduate from Furman 
University in December 2019 with a triple 
major - Physics, Applied Math and 
Computer Science. 

JOY Offers Many Fun Activities 
■ December 7 – Saturday at 7:00 pm - 
Salisbury Swing Band performs a Christmas 
show at the Civic Center.  Bring a canned 
food donation for Rowan Helping Ministry. 
■ January 2020 - Lunch at Copacabana 
■ February 2020 (Tuesdays) - FINISHING 
STRONG will be a 4-week workshop for our 
senior members facing the challenges of the 
physical, emotional, spiritual and legal issues 
of the second half of their lives.  Please join 
us as we learn and discuss possibilities and 
potential for enhancing these years with 
professionals in each area of concern.  For 
more information contact Sara Cook 704-636-
1898. 
■ March 2020 - Game night in Fellowship 
Hall,  
■ April 2020 - Dinner and theatre  
■ May 2020 - John Ramsey, Jr. to give a talk 
and tour by trolley.  
 ***Our Joy group has been invited to 
join the Charity Baptist Church Joy group in 
May when they will be taking a tour bus to 
Branson, Missouri.  If you are interested, 
contact Carol Worthy for details. Deposit for 
the trip must be submitted by January 17, 
2020. 
 Please contact Carol Worthy at 704-
603-4320 if you would like to plan a JOY 
event or have some ideas for the coming 
year. 
Congregational Connections…   

 Let’s Stay Connected 
 How often do you come to church and 
think “I wonder where ____is?”  Or “we haven’t 
seen _____in a while.”  This could also be true 

with worship, Sunday school, 
or committee meetings.  It is 
so easy to miss a few 
services or meetings and slip 
into a habit of just not going. 
 As our committee met 

in November, we started to brainstorm about our 
church family and those we miss seeing. We 
would like to encourage you to look around and 
reach out to someone you haven’t seen in a 
while.  We have postcards available in the church 
office and a current directory with phone numbers 
and email addresses.  We love our church family; 
let’s all commit to reconnecting with each other. 

   



CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA / WREATH 

ORDER FORM 

Please complete the form below and put 

it in the offering plate or mail to the 

church office.  

The cost is $10.00 for each poinsettia and 

$15 for each wreath. This includes tax. 

 

Deadline to order is December 7 –  
12 Noon 

 

In Memory of: 

 

 

 

 

In Honor of: 

 

 

 

 

Given by: 

 

 

 

 

# of Poinsettias _____________     

 

# of Wreaths _____________     

 

Check enclosed for  

 

$___________________________________ 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

First Presbyterian 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

      October 31, 2019 
  OPERATING 
  YTD Income 
 

969,259.29 
YTD Expenses 

 
940,159.66 

Cash Flow 
 

29,099.63 

   YTD Expenses 
 

936,993.22 
Budgeted Expenses 967,147.50 

Under 
 

30,154.28 

   Budgeted Income 971,600.00 
Actual Income 

 
969,259.29 

Short Fall 
 

2,340.71 

DAY SCHOOL 
  YTD Income 
 

71,972.02 
YTD Expenses 

 
81,732.50 

YTD Loss 
 

9,760.48 

 

Lewis Preaching Series 
Mark your calendars now for the 2020 

Lewis Preaching Series, February 9-10, 
with guest speaker Dr. Luke Powery, 

Dean of Duke Divinity Chapel, 
Associate Professor of 

Homiletics, Duke Divinity School. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Join us January 5 for Epiphany Star Sunday! 
 Do you ever wish Christmas could last just a little longer? Well take heart, it can! In the 
Christian calendar, Christmas lasts 12 days. Traditionally, days of celebration followed rather 
than preceded Christmas Day - hence the 12 days of Christmas. While we set up our Nativity 
sets with all the players present, there was actually quite a time lapse between the visit of the 
shepherds and the wise men. The twelve days of Christmas celebrations conclude on Epiphany 
Eve, where we remember the recognition of the Wise Men.  
 Epiphany comes from the ancient Greek language which means 'sudden insight inspired 
by the divine'.  To have an epiphany is to gain understanding, awareness and perhaps divine 

guidance.  The three Wise Men recognized Jesus, the 
new king and savior, coming for the whole world, 
including those who were not of Jewish background.  
The Star is a symbol of the guiding light which the three 
Magi followed from their distant home to the 'place 
where the baby lay'.  It is the symbol associated with 
Christmas and with the Magi or Wise Men. 
 While First Presbyterian has recognized 
Epiphany every year, this year we will celebrate in a 
new way. On Sunday January 5th we will remember the 
star the Magi followed by giving out special stars to 
everyone at church. Each star will have a biblical word 
on one side and another church member’s name on the 
back. Biblical words will be wonder, imagine, laughing, 
weeping, becoming, and many many, many more. Over 
the course of the New Year, your word will act as an 
invitation and guide to your spiritual life. It’s amazing 
how God uses these words to bring about epiphanies 

throughout the year. As you journey with your word, we also invite you to pray for the name on 
the back of the star. As you pray for someone in the congregation, remember someone is also 
praying for you.   
 We continue to pray for Jesus to come into hearts and minds today around the world.  
We are grateful for those magi of old who traveled so far to offer their worship before the new 
born king.  We are called to 'fall upon our knees' in reverence and worship, offering our 
treasures, as they did so long ago. May this be a bright year of many insights and epiphanies for 
you! 
        --Pastors Lara and Josh 

 

First Presbyterian Church        

308 West Fisher Street          
Salisbury, NC 28144 
 

Sanctuary Worship 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
               ■ 
Life Center Worship 
         8:50 a.m. 
  ■ 
   Sunday School  
     For All Ages 
         10 a.m. 
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