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The Pastor’s Reflections… 

Why Church?  Beginning The New Year With Introspection
 Why do you go to church? What difference does 
coming to worship week after week make in your life? What 
is the church for or about? 
 While the answers to these questions come quickly 
to some, the answers are not obvious to all. Active 
participation in the life of a church community is no longer 
viewed as a given, a duty, or an essential part of life. More 
than ever, people are choosing to encounter God outside of 
the walls of church buildings and sanctuaries.  
 Some now view the church with suspicion. Because 
of clergy abuse scandals and an increased suspicion about 
institutions in general, the church is no longer inherently 
trustworthy in the eyes of a growing number of people. 
Many wish we could return to the days when all we had to 
do was open the doors and people would flood in. The sun 
has set on the days when all 
was quiet Sunday morning 
and Wednesday night out of 
respect for church events. 
We no longer have the winds 
of culture filling our sails and 
driving us forward.   
 While these cultural 
changes are a great loss, we 
believe they are also a great 
gift to the American church. 
Increased suspicion about 
the church as an institution is an invitation to prove to others 
and to ourselves that we worthy of trust. It’s an invitation to 
greater transparency, heightened clarity of communication, 
and increased value of authenticity.  
 In order to draw new people into the life of faith, we 
are invited to remember what Jesus means to each one of 
us and grow in courage to share it. In all of these changes, 
the Holy Spirit is inviting those of us who call the church 
home to grow more deeply in our own faith so that others 
might join us on the journey.  
 Because of all of this, we will be kicking off the new 
year with a series called “Why Church?” From January 

13th to February 3rd, Josh, 
Randy, and I will be diving 
into questions that explore 
why church matters for the 
faith journeys of both those 
who are life-long faithful 
attenders and to those who 
haven’t darkened the door of 
a worship space in years.  
 This is a fantastic time 
to invite friends to join you 
for worship. This is a 
fantastic time to reflect on 
what the church means to 
you. This is a fantastic time 
to grow deeper in your love 
and trust of God.  
Join us. 
January 13th  - Who’s in? – 
Rev. Lara Preaching 
January 20th – With who? – 
Rev. Josh Preaching 
January 27th – What for? – 
Dr. Kirby Preaching 
February 3rd – What’s it 
matter? – Rev. Josh 
Preaching 
    --Rev. Lara Musser Gritter 
 

Save the Date! 

February 9-10, 2019 

Lewis Preaching Series 
Rev. Dr. Joe Clifford  

Senior Pastor 

Myers Park Presbyterian 

Church, Charlotte, NC 

More Information to come! 

 

 



January 2019 
Usher Volunteers for January 
Wesley Lanning                   James Smith 
Mike Doran                          Doug Glasgow 
Brad Farrah                         Marny Hendrick 
John Ware                          Bill Lee 
Join The Team—We have openings in our monthly 
usher crews and welcome your participation. 
Contact Marny Hendrick or the church office if you 
are interested. 

Schedules for January 2019 

Greeters For January Services 
 (Volunteers always welcome; contact Pat Weber 
(704-603-8251) 

Jan 6 
8:30 a.m. - Dianne Scott, Tony Blackwell 
11 a.m. - Robert, Allison, and Pierce Ogden, Doug 
and Janet Loeblein, Denny and Dotty Shantz 
Jan 13 
8:30 a.m. - Bob and Margaret Harris 
11 a.m. - Jake and Fran Lescoe, Jim and Betty 
Carli, Jim and Barbara Norman 
Jan 20 
8:30 a.m. - Susan Sember   
11 a.m. - Preston and 
Glenda Askew, John and 
Rosalie Laughlin, Melissa 
Heilig 
Jan 27  
8:30 a.m. - Richard and 
Anne Ervin 
11 a.m. - Henry and Missy Brown, Bill and Sybil 
Baker, Jimmy and Nancy Linn 
 

January Deacon Greeters 
Jan 6 
Fisher St.  Keith Garner 
Lewis Hall-North Nancy Linn 
Jan 13 
Fisher St.             Diane Coggin 
Lewis Hall-North          Cindi Graham 
Jan 20 
Fisher St.  Doug Loeblein 
Lewis Hall-North David Swaim 
Jan 27 
Fisher St.  Sara Lee 
Lewis Hall-North Laura Lewis 

Acolytes For January 
Jan 6 11:00 a.m. Communion 
Jan 13 11:00 a.m. Steven and Ebbie Lescoe 
Jan 20 11:00 a.m. Jack and Lucy Heilig 
Jan 27 11:00 a.m. TBA 

January Bread Delivery Volunteers 
Jan 6  Mike and Fredna Farris 
Jan 13  Ozzie Reynolds 
Jan 20  Carole Simmons 
Jan 27  Linda Thurston 
 

Rowan Helping Ministries Shelter Duty  
(3

rd
 Thursday evenings monthly) 

January 17
 

SISTERS IN CHRIST CLASS 

Upcoming Newsletter Deadlines  
(As a general rule, the deadline is the 3

rd
 

Wednesday of each month) 
Edition Month  Deadline  
January 2019  *Dec 17 (Monday) 
February  Jan 16 
March   Feb 20 
April   March 20 
May   April 17 
June   May 22 
July   June 19 
August   July 24 
September   Aug 21 
October   Sept 18 
November   Oct 23 
December  *Nov 18 (Monday) 
January 2020  *Dec 16 (Monday) 

FPC Food Pick Up For RHM Food Pantry 
2019 FPC Food Pick Up Schedule   
Jan  Nick Langon 
Feb  Helen Kichefski 
Mar  Lyn Beaver 
April  Martha Bostian & Zandra Spencer 
May  Libby Fowler 
June  Marianna Swaim 
July  Marianna Swaim 
Aug  Nick Langdon 
Sept  Kent Roberts 
Oct  Martha Lassiter 
Nov  Karen Wenker & Denny Wenker 
Dec   Steve Thomas 
Substitute:  Nick Langdon 
*Most months the food will be ready for pickup on 
Tuesday morning following the 1

st
 Sunday. 

Our Sincere Sympathy To: 
 † The family of Maxine Bowman who died on 
December 17. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 



From Pastor Randy… 

Notes on Hope 
 I write this sitting in my office 
listening to Winter Song by The Hound and 
the Fox.  It is supposed to be a love song.  
The refrain, as hauntingly lovely as it is, 
asks the question “is love alive?”  Not a 
cheery Christmas song but an honest 
question in the season when darkness 
encroaches against the light and we light 
candles for comfort and consolation. 
 The latest book by Anne Lamott, 
subtitled Notes on Hope, picks up a similar 
sense of light against darkness and hope 
against 
the 
difficulties 
of life.  
She 
begins:  “I 
am 
stockpiling 
antibiotics for the apocalypse, even as I 
await the blossoming of paperwhites on 
the windowsill in the kitchen.”   
 As always, Anne Lamott does not 
sugarcoat things.  Hope has a tall order to 
stand against all the news about violence 
in the world, accidents that no one 
intended, and disease that no one can 
cure.   
 Sometimes she feels the darkness 
may be winning.  Then she looks out the 
window and sees flowers in bloom, sees 
children playing, hears their joyous noise, 
and hope returns.  Lamott writes:  “Love 
has bridged the high rises of despair we 
were about to fall between.  Love has been 
a penlight in the blackest, bleakest nights.  
Love has been a wild animal, a poultice, a 
dinghy, a coat.  Love is why we have 
hope.” 
 Somewhere in the intense struggles 
that Lamott candidly discusses as a person 
with faith I find the authenticity to address 
real problems. Some people diminish the 

challenges of life in order to hold onto faith 
(“Oh, it’s not so bad”).  Others diminish 
faith in order to face the reality of life 
(“Well, I believe but not that way”).  Lamott 
holds onto reality and miracles at the same 
time.  Again, she writes:  “There is the 
absolute hopelessness we face that 
everyone we love will die, even our 
newborn granddaughter, even as we trust 
and know that love will give rise to growth, 
miracles, and resurrection.  Love and 
goodness and the world’s beauty humanity 
are the reasons we have hope.” 
 The New Year always seems like a 
time for hope.  The New Year is a time for 
new possibilities, but only if they can stand 
against the real darkness in the world.  So 
in the New Year, I will be reading Lamott’s 
Almost Everything: Notes on Hope.  Her 
answer to the Winter Song is that love is 
most definitely alive!  I’ll see you in church 
in the New Year! 

       --Dr. Randy Kirby 
 

News From Meals On Wheels 
 Happy New Year! As the New Year 
arrives are you looking for something to do that 
will benefit others? How about volunteering as 
a substitute with Meals on Wheels? Only an 
hour of your time, could make a difference. 
Give Eleanor Sandifer a call (704-630-6249).  
She will be glad to answer your questions and 
provide information. 
 We appreciate the following volunteers 
who delivered meals in November:  Mylisa 
Phillips, Lynda Watson, Betty and Jim Carli, 
Wayne Hayworth, Kim Johnson, Anne and 
Frank Saunders, Barbara and Jim Norman, 
Myrna Crocker, Eleanor Sandifer, Glenda and 
Preston Askew, Sherry Beck, David Hall. 
 To our Fellow Disciples at First 
Presbyterian Church, your MOW volunteers 
are sending along best wishes for a very good 
2019! 
 
 
 
 

 



Christian Education 
News & Notes 

 

Carolyn Glasgow To Chair 
Church Library Committee 

The Library Committee announces 
that Carolyn Glasgow, a member of First 
Presbyterian Church for 40 years and avid 
user of the library, is their new chair.   

Carolyn, a multi-talented individual, 
worked in a health related field for 30 years 
and now works part time for Eastern 
Costume Company.  In her spare time, she 
reads, explores the outdoors, makes lots of 
chocolate chip cakes, and directs 
weddings.   

She is married to Doug and is the 
mother of 3 and the grandmother of 2. 

Carolyn’s support team includes 
Janet Cagle, Betty Fellows, Helen 
Kichefski (children’s library), Gail Langdon, 
and Dottie Thomason. 

Special Book Study Session 
 Beginning Sunday, Jan. 20 the 
Christian Education Committee is hosting a 
6 week study of 
Adam Hamilton’s 
book Love to Stay.  
This short term 
class will be held in 
Fellowship Hall.  
Please contact 
Elizabeth 
Snelbaker if you 
would like a copy of the book by Sunday, 
Jan. 6.  You do not have to read the book 
to be a part of this study. 

Sign Up For Special 
Self Care Workshops 
 January 12 and 13 we have the 
special honor of hosting Michel Le Gribble 
Dates who will be presenting three Self-
Care for Selfless Servants workshops.  

You may sign up for one, two or all three.  
There is also a lunch option on Saturday.  
Check out the Self-Care For Selfless 
Servants event page in this Newsletter for 
more details.  But register soon so you 
don’t miss out on this awesome event!!   
 
 
 

 
 

Everyman’s Bible Class 
Country Ham Breakfast 
 January 27, Everyman’s Bible Class 
will hold their Country Ham Breakfast in 
the Fellowship Hall. We want to invite all 
men of the Church and TWAM. The 
breakfast will be served at 8:30 a.m., 
program will start at 9:15 a.m., and Pastor 
Josh’s lesson begins at 9:30 a.m. An 
offering will be taken up to support TWAM. 
     

Can’t Get Enough Of First Pres? 
Check Us Out Online Anytime! 

 

Get all the news, information, 
updates, 

schedules, 
bulletins and 
the calendar 

For First 
Presbyterian 

Church 
Salisbury when you need it! 

It is just a click away! 

www.salisburyfirstpres.org 
 

 

 

http://www.salisburyfirstpres.org/


Church Financial Report  
Through November 30, 2018 
YTD Adjusted Income  $1,006,426.45 

YTD Budgeted Income $1,106,504.67 

Variance (Negative)  ($100,078.22) 

 

YTD Adjusted Disbursements     $976,033.30 

YTD Budgeted Disbursements $1,107,073.00 

Variance (Under budget)   ($131,039.70) 

 

Pay Your Pledge Or Gift 
Through Secure On-Line Portal 
 

Did you know you can go online to the 
church website and make pledge 
payments via the secure giving portal? 
Just go to www.salisburyfirstpres.org, click 
on the Giving tab, and follow the 
instructions to set up your account. You 
can set up recurring payments for your 
church pledge or simply make a one-time 
payment. You may use a checking 
account, savings account, or a debit or 
credit card 
(please be aware 
that FPC does 
incur additional 
charges on credit 
cards).  
This giving option 
is safe, secure, and as always, 
confidential. Set up only takes a few 
moments, and you may edit at any time. At 
this time FPC is only set up to receive 
church pledge payments (or donations to 
the operating budget) and Teens with A 
Mission donations. If you would like to 
know more about this, contact Christina 
Lewis in the church office.  

A Change In Offering Envelopes 
For those who use offering envelopes to 
turn in their financial pledge, there will be a 
few small changes made to the envelopes 
for 2019. These envelopes will still include 
a place for the amount of your gift and your 

name. The only differences are that they 
will not be in a book, but loose; and you 
will now write your envelope number and 
the date, rather than it being pre-printed. 
For your convenience, there will be 
envelopes available for you to pick up in 
the Narthex of the Sanctuary and in Lewis 
Hall, as well as in the pew racks. You may 
also pick them up in the Business 
Administrator’s office. You can take 
enough for the entire year or whatever fits 
your needs.  
 These changes will allow us to be 
better stewards of the finances that have 
been entrusted to First Presbyterian 
Church. 
 Thank you for your willingness to 
make this small change. If you need any 
additional information, please contact       
  -- Christina Lewis, Business Administrator. 

 

 



Process For Selecting Our 
Church Leadership Upcoming 
Suggested Nominations for Church Officers 

THE CONGREGATIONAL NOMINATING 

COMMITTEE is ready to begin their task of 

discerning nominations for the offices of 
Ruling Elder and Deacon to present to the 

congregation. If you have a suggested 

name, please present the name in writing 

to one of the following committee 

members: Stewart Adams, Marjie Aggers, 

Diane Fisher, Alan Fowler, Richard 

Franklin, Mark Lee, Fran Lescoe, Lynn 

Miller, and Blaine Smith. You may also 

place this form in the offering plates or 

return to the office. 
Ruling Elders: The Ruling Elders are 
ordained officers of the church. We have a 
total of 18 elders in service and elect six 
each year. Each elder is asked to serve for 
3 years. The main charge to elders is to 
strengthen and nurture the faith and life of 
the congregation. They meet on the 3rd 
Monday of each month. In addition, the 
elders are part of a committee that meets 
an additional night each month. They are 
moderated by the pastor. 
Nominees:  
 

 

 

 

 

Deacons: Deacons are ordained officers 
of the church and serve on the board of 
deacons. We elect five each year. They 
are asked to serve for 3 years. The office 
is one of sympathy, witness, and service 
after the example of Jesus Christ. They 
meet on the 2nd Monday of each month. In 
addition, the elders are part of a committee 
that meets an additional night each month. 
They elect a moderator from their 
members and are advised by pastoral 
staff. 

Nominees:  
 
 
 

Nominating Committee: This is the 
committee of the congregation and we will 
be suggesting members at large to be 
elected by the congregation. 
Nominees:  

 

    

     
Minimum Criteria Guidelines  

to Be Nominated: 

 It should be noted that exceptions 
can be made to the guidelines, but only 
with sound due diligence and committee 
agreement. 
  ● A member of the church for at least two 
years 
● A regular, active Sunday School 
attendee or teacher 
● .Actively served on a committee or as a 
youth advisor or significantly involved in 
music, mission or significant service for a 
full year in the last three years Must submit 
a formal written statement 
of faith, as well as how 
called to serve as Ruling 
Elder or Deacon 
● Must financially support 
the church  
● Must regularly attend 
worship 
● Inactive for at least one 
year between terms  
● Cannot have a spouse or member of the 
same immediate family (spouse, child, 
sibling or parent) serving or nominated for 
the same board 
● Must have been personally contacted by 
the nominating committee, given time to 
pray over the decision and have a genuine 
willingness to serve 
--from the By-Laws of First Presbyterian 
Church of Salisbury adopted November 
21, 2004 



 

Self-care for Selfless Servants Workshops 

Join us for some great workshops for the 
body, mind, and spirit! 

Workshops 1 & 2 for ages HS and adults;  
Workshop 3 open to everyone! 

January 12 & 13 
Leader: Michele Le Gribble 

$5.00 per workshop - $10.00 for lunch 
Sign up for everything for $20.00…a $5.00 savings!! 

Workshop 1  - Jan. 12 10:00 a.m. - Emotionally Grounded 
Do you desire to respond, rather than react,  to stressful situations?  Do you feel 
overwhelmed? Distracted? Continually up and down?  
Join us and learn new, simple tools for living with a sound nervous system 
 
Workshop 2 - Jan. 12 1:00 p.m. - Spiritually Connected 
Do you feel like you are just going through the motions? Do you desire a deep healing? 
Greater vibrancy? Fullness of life? Join us and learn how to deepen your  relationships 
and sense of inter-connectivity. 
 
Workshop 3 - Jan. 13 5:00 p.m. - Story & Stretch 
Story and Stretch combines biblical stories and yoga to help "kids" of all ages to explore 
God's Word in new ways, experience their bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit, nurture 
an intimate connection with all of creation, and lay the foundation for a deep and lasting 
relationship with God. *1st Kids will participate in the workshop*  

Online Registration Available 
(Pay at door only) 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church        

308 West Fisher Street          
Salisbury, NC 28144 
 

Sanctuary Worship 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
               ■ 
Life Center Worship 
         8:50 a.m. 
  ■ 
   Sunday School  
     For All Ages 
         10 a.m. 
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