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The Pastor’s Reflections… 

Youth Sunday: “You Mean They’re Leading The Whole Service”?   
 Recent sociological research has shown some glaring 
statistics regarding our young people in the United States. For 
instance, 50% of graduating Seniors who grow up practicing 
Christianity in a faith community leave that faith while in College. Of 
those 50%, some 30% tend to come 
back to the faith in their young 
adulthood—most often when they 
begin raising children of their own.  
 Those who have read statistics 
like this react in two directions: 1) 
Cynicism: I’ve heard adults say it many 
times before, “What’s wrong this young 
generation? I just don’t understand 
them.” 2) Self-reflection: Churches 
begin to take a good look at their own 
ministry practices surrounding youth 
and ask the question, “How can we as 
a Church better support our younger 
generations? How can we journey with them amidst the realities 
they are facing?”  
 While all of this should give us pause, we must trust the Holy 
Spirit to steer us toward a new future in Youth Ministry. Luckily for 
us, much of the answer is already in First Presbyterian’s DNA. For 
generations, this faith community has lifted up Youth Ministry as an 
integral part of our Christian Mission. I see this weekly. Every 
Sunday evening, several faithful youth advisors and your Co-Pastors 
gather together with Middle and High Schoolers to play, laugh, eat, 
and talk deeply about the God of the Bible.  
 We’ve tackled topics that would make many adults 
uncomfortable, topics such as doubt, the problem of evil, sin, 
oppression, and racism. I suppose we’ve rediscovered that the first 
answer to staggering statistics about declining religiosity is to 
introduce our young people to the biblical story that is big enough to 
face the questions and complex issues of our world. After all, if God 
can’t handle the lives of our youth, then why would they keep 
worshipping that God in College?   
 According to Fuller Seminary’s institute for religion, another 
way to keep youth rooted in the gospel is to invite them into 
positions of Church leadership. Easier said than done. If we took 
Fuller up on their research, how would our leadership model 
change? Does that mean opening up a seat on our session or 
diaconate? Would we dare take that risk? What about worship 
leadership? What would Sunday worship be like if us professionals 
opened up space for Youth to lead us?  

 I’d like to leave you with 
one last statistic and then an 
invitation. The statistic: 
Attendance on Youth Sunday’s is 
often dramatically smaller than 
on other Sundays. The invitation: 
On Sunday, April 7, we have the 
unique opportunity to experience 
a worship service led entirely by 
our young people. Let’s show up! 
Consider this a personal 
invitation from all of us. Come 
regardless of what service you 
prefer. Come no matter how long 
ago it was that you thought about 
or participated in Youth Ministry. I 
wonder, what word from the Lord 
will we hear from our Seniors? 
What invitation from God will we 
receive through our youth’s 
prayers? What songs of praise 
will they inspire us to sing?  
 It’s not always clear what 
the way forward is in our ever-
changing world. Even so, let’s 
begin the journey by letting our 
youth lead us.   
When and Where?: Sunday, 
April 7, unified service at 10:30 in 
Lewis Hall 
        --Rev. Josh Musser Gritter 
 

Lenten Prayer  
Breakfasts Series 
7:00 a.m. Wednesdays in Lewis 
Hall. Breakfast: $3.00 per 
person. Register on Friendship 
Pads or call church office. 
April 3 – St John’s Laura 
Henrik, pastor of discipleship 
April 10 – Graham Smith (son 
of Blaine and Andrea Smith) 
April 17 – tba 



April 2019 
Usher Volunteers for April 
Cathy Zalenski, CHM          Eric Clark 
Keith Garner                      Jimmy Linn 
Robert Williams                 Maggie Blackwell 
Martha Bostian                  David Beaver         
Join The Team—We have openings in our 
monthly usher crews and welcome your 
participation. Contact Marny Hendrick or the 
church office if you are interested. 

Schedules for April 2019 

Greeters For April Services 
 (Volunteers always welcome; contact Gail Bankett  

April 7 One Service  
10:30 a.m. - Youth Sunday Lewis Hall 
April 14   Palm Sunday 
8:30 a.m. - Joyce Durkee 
11 a.m.- Paul and Sue Fisher, Doug and Carolyn 
Glasgow, Colin and Cindy Daily 
April 18    Maundy Thursday 
7:00 p.m. - Gail Langdon, 
Joyce Durkee, Pat Weber 
April 21    Easter Sunday  
8:30 a.m. - Gerald Ross 
11 a.m.- Cindi Graham, 
Jimmy and Nancy Linn, Kate 
Pagano 
April 28   
8:30 a.m. - Jennifer Hands 
11 a.m. - Betty Fellows, 
Fred, Sherry, and Luke 
Bryan, Carol Waters  
 

April Deacon Greeters 
April 7 
Fisher St.  Wayne Alexander 
Lewis Hall-North Johnny Behrooz 
April 14 
Fisher St.             Keith Garner 
Lewis Hall-North          Nancy Linn 
April 21 
Fisher St.  Diane Coggin 
Lewis Hall-North Cindi Graham 
April 28 
Fisher St.  Doug Loeblein 
Lewis Hall-North David Swaim 
 

April Bread Delivery Volunteers 
April 7  Mike and Fredna Farris  
April 14 Ozzie Reynolds 
April 21 Carole Simmons 
April 28 Anne Saunders 

Rowan Helping Ministries Shelter Duty  
(3

rd
 Thursday evenings monthly) 

April 18  New Horizons 
May 16  Discovery 
June 20  Rumple 
July 18  Everyman’s 
August 15 Deacons 
September 19 WORD, Sojourners, FUSE 
October 17 MS/HS 
November 21 Church-wide volunteers 
December 19 Session 

FPC Food Pick Up For RHM Food Pantry 
April Martha Bostian and Zandra Spencer 
May Libby Fowler 
June Marianna Swaim 
July Marianna Swaim 
Aug Nick Langdon 
Sept Kent Roberts 
Oct Martha Lassiter 
Nov Karen Wenker and Denny Wenker 
Dec  Steve Thomas 
Substitute:  Nick Langdon 
*Most months the food will be ready for pickup on 
Tuesday morning following the 1

st
 Sunday. 

Upcoming Newsletter Deadlines  
(As a general rule, the deadline is the 3

rd
 

Wednesday of each month) 
Edition Month  Deadline  
April   March 20 
May   April 17 
June   May 22 
July   June 19 
August   July 24 
September   Aug 21 
October   Sept 18 
November   Oct 23 
December  *Nov 18 (Monday) 
January 2020  *Dec 16 (Monday) 

Do You Need A Name Tag? 
 If anyone has not ordered a name tag yet, 
we are placing another order soon. We need to 
know your name and what choice of fastener you 
wish, clip, pin, or magnet. Parents, we are now 
opening up the orders for children if you would like 
them to have a nametag. Contact Christine in the 
office to order no later than April 15 with your 
requests.  The first name tag is free. If you 
need a replacement or if you would like a second 
name tag it is $5 each. 
  Thanks, Evangelism Committee 
 

 
 
 
 



From Pastor Randy… 

The Growing Edge… 
 I met Esther Marioneaux nineteen 
years ago when she was on the associate 
pastor nominating committee that brought 
me to First Presbyterian Church.  She 
told me then that 
she liked the fact I 
had broad 
shoulders, because 
some day she may 
have to lean on 
them.  That day 
came all too quickly 
when in 2003, her 
dear husband 
Harold became ill and died.  Esther asked 
me to have a word at Harold’s wake.   
 I read from the great preacher and 
spiritual leader Howard Thurman.  She 
liked Thurman.  So at her wake I offered 
a word in her honor from Thurman’s The 
Growing Edge.  It is a word of hope in the 
midst of life and death.  It is a word 
appropriate to the season as spring 
draws closer to Easter.  Thurman saw the 
work of God in the growth of creation, in 
the greening trees and blossoming 
flowers.  Esther loved gardening and 
seeing things grow.  Most importantly, 
she loved seeing people grow and had 
confidence that God was still at work in 
us creating beauty and goodness in the 
world. 
 In The Growing Edge, Thurman 
wrote these words:  “Look well to the 
growing edge! All around us worlds are 
dying and new worlds are being born; all 
around us life is dying and life is being 
born. The fruit ripens on the tree, the 
roots are silently at work in the darkness 
of the earth against a time when there 
shall be new leaves, fresh blossoms, 
green fruit. Such is the growing edge! It 
is the extra breath from the exhausted 
lung, the one more thing to try when all 

else has failed, the upward reach of life 
when weariness closes in upon all 
endeavor. This is the basis of hope in 
moments of despair, the incentive to 
carry on when times are out of joint and 
[humans] have lost their reason, the 
source of confidence when worlds crash 
and dreams whiten into ash. The birth of 
the child — life’s most dramatic answer 
to death — this is the growing edge 
incarnate. Look well to the growing 
edge” Amen 
 

Congratulations To:  
■ Jon and Kendall Hankins Nagy, on the birth 
of their daughter, Matilyn ‘Mattie’ Joy Nagy, 
on March 5 
 

Our Sincere Sympathy 
† The family of Esther Marioneaux, who 
died on March 19 

 

A Note Of Appreciation 
 The prayers and love extended to 
Patsy and our family this year and these last 
weeks sustained us during times of hope and 
despair. We are grateful to be a part of this 
community and especially this congregation 
of faith and service. 
 Thank you.  
 Ozzie, Chance, Prem, and families 
 

 

 

 



Christian Education 
News & Notes 

 

Special Sunday School Opportunity 
 All Adult Classes are invited to join 
Everyman’s Bible Class in the Fellowship Hall for 
a special educational series taught by Professor 
Trevor Eppehimer, Academic Dean and Associate 
Professor of Systematic Theology at Hood 
Theological Seminary in Salisbury. Classes 
will start at 9:45am each Sunday and 
refreshments will be served. We look forward to a 
good crowd for this special opportunity!  
 Title of Series: Easter, Human Politics, 
and the Promise of a New Creation 
April 28: The Return of the Dead: What Easter 
Meant (And Can Mean Again)  
May 5: "The New Creation is Now": Social Gospel 
Movements 
May 12: "The New Creation is Not Yet": Christian 
Realism 
May 19: A Politics of Trust and Hope: The Life of 
Jesus as Political Manifesto 

Flowering the Cross-  
An Easter Celebration 
 This year as part of our Easter 
Celebration we will gather in the courtyard to 
announce the Feed the Fish winner, release 

butterflies AND join in a 
flowering of the Cross.  We 
will take something that is 
ugly and transform it, just as 
Jesus transformed death.  
Be sure to bring fresh 
flowers from your yard or 
grocery store to help us 

decorate the cross.  We’ll see you in the courtyard 
at 10:00 Easter Sunday! 

Feed the Fish- What’s the point? 
 Feed the Fish is a competition between 
Sunday schools and the worship services to raise 
money for the One Great Hour of Sharing 
PC(USA) Special Offering.  While we play up the 
competition between Sunday school classes, the 
true winners are those who benefit from this very 
special offering.   
 People in places like Nepal who, through 
the work of the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
are striving to recover from the devastating 
earthquake that hit their area 3 years ago.  People 
like those in Detroit, MI who were supported by 

Self-Development of People to establish a youth-
run print and graphic design collective for at-risk-
students.  Other winners include 
people in San Juan, Puerto Rico 
who are helped by the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program as they recover 
from hurricanes and the threat of 
losing their land.  These are the 
true winners of Feed the Fish and they are the 
point! Thank you for your generous donations to 
the Feed the Fish competition where the winners 
are those in our world in need of a helping hand.   

Windows to Worship  
Preparing our Children For  
Worship and Communion 
 All elementary students (K-5

th
 grade) are 

welcome to attend our Windows to Worship 
course.  This course helps children understand 
the basics of worship and the sacraments of 
Baptism and Communion.  The course will run for 
6 weeks beginning April 14 and ending May 19 
during the Sunday school hour (10:00 to 10:50).  
We will not meet on Easter Sunday.  The course 
will culminate in a family dinner at 6:00 on 
Tuesday, May 21 where the children will take their 
first communion.  Please contact the church if 
your child will be participating in Windows to 
Worship. 

A Green Church: Check it Out! 
 In the church library you can find an 
intriguing book called Green Church; reduce, 
reuse, recycle, rejoice, by Rebekah Simon-Peter. 
This book helps us explore the issues of Christian 
responsibility in caring for God’s creation. It might 
just inspire you to make a few changes to become 
greener at home and encourage the church to 
become greener as well! 

JOY (Just Older Youth) Activities  
 Thursday, April 4 - Dinner at 5:00 p.m., 
Chef Santos and then the play “Mama Mia” at the 
Meroney Theater. *You need to purchase your 
own tickets. Let the church office know if you are 
attending and if you will meet for dinner. 
 Thursday, May 3 - Wine tasting with the 
Millers hosted by Charlotte and David Hall, $10 
per person 
 June 11 – dinner and cruise on the 
Catawba Queen $40 per person (6:00-8:00) Taco 
buffet and Lake Norman riverboat tour, money 
due by April 26 (checks made to FPC) 
  
 
 
     



EASTER LILY ORDER 

FORM 

Please complete the form below and put 

it in the offering plate or mail to the 

church office.  The cost is $17.00 for each 

lily.  This includes tax. 

 

Deadline to order is  
April 15 - Noon

 

 

In Memory of: 

 

 

 

 

 

In Honor of: 

 

 

 

 

 

Given by: 

 

 

 

 

 

# of Lilies _____________      

 

Check enclosed for  

 

$________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

Time And Talent Surveys 
 The Communications and 
Administration Committee would like to 
thank everyone who completed the recent 
Time and Talent and How We 
Communicate surveys. The information 
has been compiled and is being shared 
with the church leaders.  
 

 

Church Financial Report  
Through February 28, 2019 

YTD Adjusted Income  $237,503.27 
YTD Budgeted Income  $193,253.50 
Variance (Positive)  $  44,249.77 
 
YTD Adjusted Disbursements $186,341.77 
YTD Budgeted Disbursements $193,186.83 
Variance (Under budget) ($  6,845.06) 
 

 

Manage Your Giving Online 
 Did you know you can go online to 
the church website and make pledge 
payments via the secure giving portal? 
Just go to www.salisburyfirstpres.org, 
click on the Giving tab, and follow the 
instructions to set up your account. 
 You can set up recurring payments 
for your church pledge or simply make a 
one-time payment. You may use a 
checking account, savings account, or a 
debit or credit card (please be aware that 
FPC does incur additional charges on 
credit cards).  
 This giving option is safe, secure, 
and as always, confidential. Set up only 
takes a few moments, and you may edit 
at any time. At this time FPC is only set 
up to receive church pledge payments (or 
donations to the operating budget) and 
Teens with A Mission donations. If you 
would like to know more about this, 
contact Christina Lewis in the church 
office.  

 
 



Welcome Our New Members 
We welcome to our family of faith the 
following: 
● Frank and Allison Adams and children 
Frank and Drew,  
● Carol and Del Denny,  
● Mike and Gail Drinkard,  
● Roxanne Myers,  
● Deah Scott. 

 

Meals On Wheels BBQ 
A Major Success! 
 The 11th Annual MOW BBQ on 
March 12 was a HUGE SUCCESS! Cindy 
Fink, Executive Director of MOW-Rowan 
provided this information: “The most 
successful BBQ ever with $10,700 raised 
and 1,874 BBQ plates sold.” This will help 
to ensure another year of providing meals 
to homebound seniors and disables 
persons in Rowan County.  

 To those of 
you who volunteered 
in any way to assist 
with the fund raiser 
or simply purchased 
meal tickets, THANK 
YOU! 
 We also 

recognize our faithful volunteers who 
made deliveries in February: 
 Betty and Jim Carli, Mylisa Phillips, 
Lynda Watson, Missy and Henry Brown, 
Kim Johnson, Anne and Frank Saunders, 
Barbara and Jim Norman, Myrna Crocker, 
Eleanor Sandifer, Helen Kichefski, 
Glenda Askew, Sherry Beck, Charlotte 
Hall, Mary and Carl Repsher, Deb and 
Marty Walker, Wayne Hayworth, Tracy 
Smith, Margaret Mentus, Linda Jones, 
Buddy Farnan, Dianne Scot, Susie Riggs, 
Lyn Beaver, Tricia Johnson, and Sybil 
and Bill Baker.  
 

 
 

Come Worship With Us! 
 

 

First Pres Is On The Web! 
Get all the news, information, 

updates, schedules, 
bulletins, this 

newsletter, the 
calendar and so 

much more 
For First Presbyterian Church 
Salisbury when you need it! 

 
It is just a click away! 

www.salisburyfirstpres.org 
 

 

FPC Scholarship Deadline April 5 
Attention High School grads and undergrads, 
The time to apply for our FPC Scholarships is 
fast approaching. The deadline is April 5. 
Application forms are available on our church 
website and in the Business office.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Walking Together: Spending Holy Week in the Shadow of the Cross 
“There’s no shade in the shadow of the cross.” That’s one of the incisive lines in Sufjan Stevens’ Lent 

album Carrie and Lowell. Stevens puts into poetics what one biblical scholar put into academic language when 
he said, “The gospels are passion narratives with long introductions.” Both quotations note that there is a 
direction in the gospel narratives, a cosmic narrative climax looming large in every one of Jesus’ movements. In 
the end, Jesus is going to die in Jerusalem. Already in Luke’s ninth chapter, Jesus’ destiny is sealed in a 
narratorial comment, “Then Jesus turned his face toward Jerusalem.” While his disciples are dismayed, the 
crowds confused, and the religious leaders enraged, Jesus knows what dark journey awaits him—there will be 
no shade in the shadow of his cross.  
 Holy week is about following Jesus around the final bend of his journey toward 
that cross. For that week, we live in the crosses shadow, feeling its weight and 
significance. We first step into the shadow while atop the Mount of Olives. It’s time for 
Jesus’ coronation, only we will find ourselves surprised at his vehicle of choice. Rather 
than approach riding a war-horse like any leader would, Jesus sits atop a donkey. Even 
so, we demand him to be our military Messiah. We throw up our palm branches—the 
equivalent of 1

st
 century war banners. As we crowd around the peasant king, it is 

completely lost on us that Jesus is headed for a cross-shaped throne, and that his crown 
will make him bleed. As we wave our palms, Jesus weeps.   

The following three days of Holy Week have historically marked out Jesus’ time 
in Jerusalem prior to the Last Supper. On Holy Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, we 
are brought in earshot of some of Jesus’ final interactions with the very crowds and 
leaders who will cry “crucify, crucify” in just a few days’ time.  

On Maundy Thursday the shadow of the cross is cast over the Jewish Passover table. Coming from 
the Latin for “commandment” (Maundy, Maundatum), on that night we hear Jesus’ new commandment to love. 
Lest we misconstrue what Jesus means, he offers us the two symbols of foot-washing and communion to help 
us understand. These symbols express two sides of the same reality: Jesus’ servant, self-giving love will be 
fulfilled in the most unthinkable and ultimate act: he will die for us.  

What comes next is the day on which all human history pivots—God in human flesh will be crucified at 
the hands of corrupt religious and political forces. This day is, as Theologian Lesslie Newbigin has put it, “The 
day when God reaches all the way up to heaven and all the way down to Hell to embrace the entire world with 
sovereign love.” The title of this day poses the question every Christian ought to ask on it: “What makes this 
Friday Good?” We will have to follow the women on Easter morning to the empty tomb to find our answer.  

I do not know how you have walked through Holy Week in the past. The truth is, it will be a week as 
busy and full as any other. Nevertheless, Holy Week invites us to live in the shadow of Christ’s cross, to 
intimately know and experience the best of what God has done for us. I hope you will take the time to walk 
together with us. Because Christ’s love is for the whole world, these services are for all as well. Invite your 
friends! Especially those who have never heard this beautiful story. What we will find, I think, is that at the end 
of this shadow is a new light, a new dawn, a new day.  

Schedule: This year at First Presbyterian, we will have our Palm Sunday Service on Sunday, April 14. 
Our Maundy Thursday service will take place in the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m., on April 18. On that evening, we 
will share the Last Supper with Jesus and his followers, and we will journey together into Good Friday’s 
darkness after the meal. This is likely to be one of the most meaningful services of the whole Church year. The 
week will culminate in our Easter celebrations in all three services on April 21.   --Rev. Josh Musser Gritter 
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308 West Fisher Street          
Salisbury, NC 28144 
Sanctuary Worship 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
               ■ 
Life Center Worship 
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   Sunday School  
     For All Ages 
         10 a.m. 
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