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The Pastor’s Reflections… 

 Incarnation 
      I have always dreamed of being pregnant at Christmas. I’ve 
wondered what growing life within me might teach me about Jesus’ first 
home within Mary or what I might discover about the ever-turning nature 
of life and death or what I might learn about God as we co-create life 
together. I still hope for many of those things but my first lesson of 
pregnancy was much more mundane. 
      On a chilly Saturday morning in September, I nearly fainted while 
leading a volunteer training for our in-person worship services. Those 
volunteers were likely the first to suspect that their pastor might be 
pregnant. My mistake? I only ate a bowl of Honey Nut Cheerios for 
breakfast. In my first trimester, I craved carbs but my body needed 
something more substantial to sustain me beyond my passing cravings. 
Lesson learned: when you’re growing new life, carbs alone just won’t cut 
it, you need something hearty. 
      Turns out, this lesson is true in our spiritual life. At some point or 
another, we all crave the sweet snack that satisfies us with simple 

solutions or the quick meal that fills us up but 
leaves us unchanged. Yet sometimes what we 
want is not what we need. This year, in Advent, 
God is setting the table for a hearty feast of 
Biblical wisdom that provides us just what we 
need. 
      Join us this Advent as we find new life through 
the theme, Incarnation. Each week we will feast 
on a deeper understanding of what it 

means that Jesus took on flesh and dwelt among us. The Message puts 
it like this, “And the word became flesh and moved into the 
neighborhood.” This is a great year to focus on Incarnation, on Jesus 
becoming flesh. We have experienced the shock of sudden change, 
navigated the tumult of a pandemic, and changed our routines. From 
dreams of what this year might be, to our normal ways of worshiping to 
loved ones who have died, we all have much to grieve. When Jesus 
moved into the neighborhood of our world, he did not first check comps 
or the school district—he moved in knowing that our neighborhood is a 
downright mess. Jesus took on flesh and moved next door knowing that 
we are all ravenously hungry in need of a good home-cooked meal. 
      Jesus gave himself as that very home-cooked meal. The root word of 
incarnation is carne which translates to meat. Jesus is the meaty center 
piece of our spiritual nourishment. Join us for worship, whether in person 
or online, join a digital Sunday school class or small group. Join us as we 
feast on the hearty spiritual meal of incarnation and discover what new 
life God wants to co-create inside of all of us this Christmas. 

Christmas Eve Services 
      Nothing could deter Jesus from his mission of becoming flesh and 
dwelling among us. Nor can the COVID pandemic prevent us from 

 
worshiping Christ the newborn king. 
While it won’t be the exact same as 
previous years, the trees will be lit, 
the good news of Jesus’ Incarnation 
will be proclaimed, music will be in 
the air, and congregational candles 
will be aflame. We will be offering 
Christmas Eve services at 6:00 pm 
(Lewis Hall) and 7:30 pm 
(Sanctuary & Live Streamed). 
Because of potential high demand, 
registration for Christmas Eve 
Worship services will open at 9:00 
am on December 1. If demand 
requires it, more services will be 
added until everyone who wants to 
can worship in-person on 
Christmas Eve. If you do not feel 
safe coming out for Christmas Eve 
worship in person, the 7:30 pm 
Sanctuary service will be 
livestreamed for you. Friends, as 
the wonderful hymn invites, “Oh 
come let us adore him!” 

Calling for Star Stories! 
      On the first Sunday of the year 
we handed out special blue stars to 
celebrate Epiphany Sunday. Each 
star had the name of a family from 
the church on the back for you to 
pray for throughout the year. They 
also had a special biblical word on 
the front. This word was meant to 
guide and challenge you 
throughout the year. 
      Now we want to hear how God 
has used your star over the course 
of this wild year! Has your word 
taken on an unexpected meaning or 
importance? Has God created 
special connection between you 
and the name on your star? Tell us! 
As we prepare for again for 
Epiphany Sunday, we want to 
gather star stories that can be 
shared in worship on January 3. 
Email Pastor Lara if you have a  
star story to share. 
lmussergritter@salisburyfirstpres.org 
--Pastor Lara 
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From Pastor Randy… 

 
A Way of Giving Thanks 
      The Two Cents-a-Meal Offering invites every 
member of the church to prayerfully contribute a few 
cents at each meal to help alleviate hunger.  Everyone 
can give a few pennies. For many years, First 
Presbyterian has been a leader in hunger projects in 
our area. We invite you to make a special effort to give 
on the Sunday before Thanksgiving, November 22, to 
express your gratitude for having food on your table. 
      The Two Cents-a-Meal concept originated with 
Presbyterian women to provide an opportunity for 
individuals and families to participate in a corporate 
response to world hunger. The Presbyterian Women’s 
Birthday Offering funded a hunger program that 
started the Hunger Action Enabler network in 1973. In 
November 1975, Florida resident Rosellyn Calvert, 
whose own family was struggling financially, asked 
God what she could do to help those 
Suffering from 
hunger and 
poverty around the 
world. She was led 
to give just two 
cents a meal. 
      The Calvert family committed to each give two 
cents, and in April of 1976, Rosellyn shared the 
concept with her presbytery. Today, most presbyteries 
encourage the contribution of two cents (or more) per 
person at each meal, reminding individuals, families, 
and groups each time they eat of the needs of others 
and our call to respond as Christians to their hunger. 
Daily participation is a reminder of the reality of hunger 
for millions of our sisters and brothers in the world. 
      As the money accumulates, regular acts can result 
in significant responses to hunger. There is great 
strength in working together with other Christians. 
Over the last 30 years, Salem Presbytery has 
collected 3 million dollars through the project. These 
dollars have been given as grants to projects here in 
North Carolina and around the world. Rowan Helping 
Ministries and Meals on Wheels of Rowan have been 
regular recipients of those funds. 
      As you count your blessings this Thanksgiving, I 
encourage you to share what you have with the 
hungry. You may bring your offering to worship on 
November 22. We will have envelopes and a container 
at the back to collect your gifts. You may also give 
through the link on the website, or simply send a check 
to First Presbyterian Church marked for “Two-cents a 
meal offering.” 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

--Dr. Randy Kirby 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Community Celebration… 

Christmas on Church St. 
      Take a stroll through the story of Jesus’ birth 
on Church Street on the evening of December 18. 
The downtown churches are joining forces to 
retell the story of Jesus’ birth in a safe outdoor 
setting this Advent. You can park near the First 
United Church of Christ and stroll up Church 
Street and experience living scenes illuminating 
various stages of the Christmas story. 
      There will be 
live music, 
abundant 
Christmas 
cheer, and the 
delight of  
community unity at a time we need it most. When 
you’ve finished the story, stroll one block over to 
Main Street and wander back to your car past our 
Downtown Salisbury businesses who will be 
having their own special ways of celebrating too. 
Keep an eye out in the Salisbury Post and on 
social media for more details! 
      First Presbyterian Church will be responsible 
for creating one of the scenes. If you have an 
artistic bone or some kids who might be 
interested in playing a part, email Christine 
Mowery! We need you. 

     cmowery@salisburyfirstpres.org 
 

From The Coronavirus Response Team 
      Hello from the Corona Virus Response Team! 
Many of you might not know about us. Back in April, 
Session created a small team to make 
recommendations to Session about how to safely 
bring worship and ministries back on campus during 
COVID. With our recommendations and Session’s 
approval, First Pres has been successfully offering in- 
person worship since mid-September. 
      While, the new daily cases in North Carolina are 
spiking as we move into the winter and flu season, our 
top priority continues to be finding a way to reopen our 
campus in a way that is both safe and sustainable. The 
current safety plan is a living document. We are 
regularly discerning how to tweak and update it. We, 
and the Session of First Presbyterian Church, thank 
you for your patience and graciousness as we all 
navigate the complex nature of these times. 

           With gratitude for our life together, 
       The Coronavirus Response Team (CRT) Johnny 
Behrooz, Scott Johnson, Barry Sang, Bob Steele, and 
Kathy Vestal. 
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Christian Education News…. 

Ways to Engage with “Incarnation” 
      As Pastor Lara mentioned on the front page of this 
newsletter, our Advent theme, as we prepare for 
Christmas, is Incarnation. The theme is based on the 
book Incarnation by Adam Hamilton. There are several 
ways to engage with this theme. 

  Worship - Sermons throughout Advent will be 
inspired by Incarnation 

    “Sunday” School - several Sunday school classes 
will be utilizing the study guide written to accompany 
Incarnation. Contact Elizabeth Snelbaker to learn 
how to join one of these zoom groups. Not all groups 
meet on Sunday mornings. 

  Advent Gatherings - Gather via Zoom at 11:30 
Sunday mornings to reflect and discuss with staff the 
day’s sermon and Incarnation theme 

  Personal Study - purchase a copy of the book 
Incarnation and read at your leisure. Videos with 
Adam Hamilton are available through Amplify. 
Instructions for signing up for this free resource are 
on the church website. If you need help accessing 
Amplify, or have questions, please contact Elizabeth 
Snelbaker 

CE Fall Review- The Christian Education Team has 
been busy this fall. Thanks to the committee members 
and friends who have helped make all these ministry 
opportunities possible!! It has been awesome to see the 
resilience and creativity of this committee as they 
continue to adapt to the changes we all face. 

    Gary Chapman - Two wonderful workshops were 
led by renowned speaker and author Gary 
Chapman at the end of September. We had 
participants attend via zoom from coast to coast. 

   Operation Christmas Child - Boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child were available in late October 
and early November. The collection date is 
November 16. Congregants can also provide a 
box by building one online through the Operation 
Christmas Child website, a feature that was new 
this year. 

    Advent in a Bag - Members and friends of First 
Pres were able to sign up for “Advent in a Bag.” 
The bags were packed with appropriate items for 
each household including - Russian Tea, supplies 
for making an Advent Candle, devotion, and more. 

    Baskets - Goody baskets were delivered to older 
members of the congregation who are hampered 
by mobility even in the best of times. The baskets 
included tasty treats, word search books, and 
items like hand lotion and chapstick. 

 Halloween Scavenger Hunt - 16 Children and 
their families participated in a Halloween 
Scavenger Hunt on Oct. 31. They started in the 
church courtyard and progressed to 5 
congregation members’ houses finding hidden 
pumpkins in each yard containing part of a bible 
verse and the clue to the next house.  
 
 
 
 

 
At the final house, once the Bible verse had been 
put together, participants got to make s’mores! 
Thanks to the Fowlers, Rowlands, Nelsons, 
Coggins, De Graafs, Johnsons, and Bryans for 
organizing and hosting this fun event! 

    Adult “Sunday” School Classes – several of 
our Adult “Sunday” School classes have 
continued to meet via zoom. If you are interested 
in joining one of these groups, contact Elizabeth 
Snelbaker. Not all classes meet on Sunday 
morning. 

   Jr First and First Kids - has continued to meet 
through the fall. The kids have had some 
wonderful discussions as they explored the 
stories of Creation, Abraham & Sara, and Jacob 
& Esau. 

Advent Gatherings 
      This year we are doing Advent Gatherings in a whole 
new way! We will gather via zoom at 11:30 Sunday 
mornings for an opportunity to share questions 
and thoughts about that day’s 
worship theme and sermon. Our 
Advent theme this year is 
“Incarnation” based on the Adam 
Hamilton book with that title. 
During our Advent gatherings 
staff will be able to comment and 
respond to your thoughts as you 
engage with this topic through 
the Amplify videos, the book, a class, or worship. We are 
excited to enter into conversation as we celebrate Advent 
and anticipate Christ’s Incarnation. 

Are you getting the church emails? 
      The church sends out a few emails each week. 
Thankful Thursday, which contains updates, 
announcements, and congregational news, and Sacred 
Sunday, which also contains the bulletin and the links for 
worship. There are a few other emails that go out for 
specific groups like First Kids or Youth or if there is a 
particular reminder that needs to be sent. If you are not 
receiving emails from the church, please check your junk 
email. If they are not in there, please contact the church 
office with your email address. We don’t want you to miss 
out on any of the exciting news from the church! 

 

Why do I keep hearing about Amplify? 
      If you have not yet accessed the video library called 
Amplify, you are missing out! This digital library has 
resources for all ages and interests. The church has 
purchased a subscription so it is free for you to utilize, 
either in a group or individual setting. Head to the church 
website and scroll down until you see the button for 
Amplify, click and you will be taken to instructions for 
accessing the data base. If you have questions or issues, 
please contact the church office or Elizabeth Snelbaker. 
This is an exciting and wonderful resource that we hope 
you will take advantage of! 

--Elizabeth Snelbaker 



Looking Forward… 

Flight Crew Update 
      Woody Allen once said, “Man plans and God 
laughs.” 
      Proverbs 19:21 offers a more hopeful take: 
“Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is 
the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” 
      The Flight Crew Task Force is nearing the 
discernment phase of our work, trying to align our 
plans with the Lord’s purpose. 
      The Session appointed the Flight Crew a year 
ago to look at First Presbyterian’s mission 
statement — “God’s Love Alive for Mission” — 
and define what “mission” means for us. What 
should our priorities be? 
      Fortunately, the Mission Study that we all 
participated in before calling our new pastors 
holds a wealth of information about the 
congregation’s concerns and hopes — both for 
our church and community. We have studied that 
report to get a full picture of First Presbyterian’s 
DNA and core values. 
      With the help of Brené Brown’s “Dare to 
Lead,” we’ve talked about FPC’s values and 
identified times when we have exhibited them 
most clearly, such as our work with Rowan 
Helping Ministries, TWAM, the community block 
party and other efforts. 
      The task force is getting close to identifying 
those top priorities going forward. We know that 
“God’s Love Alive for Mission” is rooted in Christ 
and stands tall like mighty tree. We’re working on 
identifying the three or four main priorities that 
branch off from that tree, and naming the twigs, 
leaves, flowers and fruits that could grow from 
there. (Credit Pastor Lara for coming up with the 
great tree image!) 
      Words that frequently come up in our 
conversations include service, community, family, 
love, discipling, wisdom. Above all, we are people 
of faith — a vibrant, innovative congregation 
poised for the future. 
      In a few months, the Flight Crew will submit a 
report to the Session for approval and action. Our 
work is not about changing our church; lifestyle 
trends and the pandemic are already doing that. 
It’s about making sure we keep our focus on what 
is most important as First Presbyterian navigates 
the uncharted territory that lies ahead. 
      Paul wrote in Romans, “Do not be conformed 
to this world, but be transformed by 

 

the renewal of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God — what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2) 
      Please pray for the Flight Crew’s work as we 
discern the Lord’s purpose for our church in this 
rapidly changing environment and identify the 
constant beacons that will guide us. 

 

Calling Prayer Warriors! 
      Are you a Prayer Warrior? Do you believe in 
the power of prayer? I know many of us pray on 
a regular – in fact often – basis. Our times and 
methods may vary but we pray. 
      Upon becoming a deacon in this church, I 
reviewed the description of the duties of a 
deacon, and in particular, those of the 
Evangelism Committee. There was reference to 
a group sponsored by this committee who met 
regularly to pray for individuals and needs of our 
church and the community. They were called 
Prayer Warriors. I was reminded of this group by 
one of Lara’s recent sermons on Matthew 18:20: 
“For where two or  
Three come together  
in my name, there am 
I with them.” 
Unfortunately, my 
research revealed 
that this group  
disbanded when the core members moved away 
from this area a few years ago. My last church in 
Ohio had a similar group; they functioned as a 
prayer chain via telephone alerts. 
      The Evangelism Committee would like to offer 
an opportunity to all to reestablish this group(s). 
Please contact me at 704-431-4949 or Christine 
Mowery at 704-636-1321 if you are interested. 
The group could meet in-person (with social 
distancing protocol for now) or a phone chain 
could be established. I’d like to offer a suggestion, 
a hook if you will. I think in-person would be a 
more powerful experience, as scripture suggests, 
and then afterwards the group could engage in 
lunch or other meal or other activity to build 
community and camaraderie. Please pray on this 
and see how you are led. 

 
Scott Hay 

Chair, Evangelism Committee 



Youth Ministry in the New Normal 
      The best part of my week is from 12-1 PM 
on Wednesday. If you were to drive by the 
church building, you wouldn’t see me there. If 
you were to peek into the youth rooms 
upstairs above Lewis Hall, you’d not hear the 
laughter of young people, nor would you see 
me, guitar in hand, leading a folky version of 
Come Thou Fount. Sunday nights at 5:00 
used to be our Youth-sacred- time, but in the 
timeless and ever-prescient words of Bob 
Dylan, “times, they are a changing.” 
      However, if on Wednesday at noon you 
drove by my front porch, you’d see me and a 
small group of young people chowing down 
nachos and burritos from our local  

watering hole —  
Go Burrito. Some 
things change, but Go 
Burrito, thank  
goodness, has not. 

      I don’t think it would ever occur to our 
young people that the porch meals we’ve 
shared since August are a foretaste of the 
heavenly banquet to come, but I believe deep 
down into the marrow of my being that they 
are. It was the early church who chose eating 
together as one of its most elemental 
practices. Sure, on Wednesdays this fall the 
bread and wine may have been traded out for 
Cheerwine and queso, but nevertheless, the 
Spirit of God has encountered us in our 
conversations about life, school, virtual 
learning, work, girlfriends and boyfriends, 
video games, sports, and faith. 
      If youth ministry pre-pandemic was 
focused on big youth group gatherings, 
overnight lock-ins, and fun-filled ski trips, 
ministry in the pandemic has revealed that at 
its core, youth ministry is about meeting kids 
where they are. Strip away all the fun and 
games (which we still play), and what you find 
is a group of human beings hungry for 
community and thirsty for belonging. 
      Ministry has extended beyond the porch, 
too. We’ve met God on the hiking 

 

trails of the Uwharrie wilderness, at a drive- 
in movie in the courtyard, in our zoom bible 
studies, in handwritten birthday cards, and by 
the fire pit in my and pastor Lara’s backyard. 
This kind of ministry has been one not of 
quantity, but quality—as has been the new 
model of ministry during a global pandemic. 
      What have I learned? That our pre- 
pandemic fast-paced world may have caused 
me to miss how significant a long 
conversation with a young person can be. I’ve 
learned that young people are resilient 
beyond measure—though their world has 
been turned upside down, they still manage 
to laugh and play with reckless abandon. I’ve 
learned to trust that youth ministry has always 
been bigger and wider than the physical 
church building. This global crisis has been 
painful, but suffering can also be a wise 
teacher, and it may change the world of 
ministry forever. 
      So, if our world goes back to “normal,” 
what will I miss? I’ll miss catching up with kids 
in the middle of their week. I’ll miss my dog 
jumping also over them as they arrive on my 
porch. Though to be honest, I’ll not miss the 
post Go Burrito stomach-ache. 

--Pastor Josh Musser Gritter 

Christmas Wreaths and Poinsettias 
      The season of Advent is coming soon. The church 
will be ‘hanging the greens’ on Saturday, Nov. 28, at 
9:00. This is also the time the office collects your 
sponsorships for the wreaths and poinsettias used to 
decorate the church campus. Look for a special email 
with sign-ups for both soon! 
      No computer? Just call Christine by Nov 30. All 
checks need to be marked ‘wreath/poinsettia’ and 
mailed to the church or put in the offering boxes on 
Sundays no later than Dec. 3. 



Congratulations to: 
● Michael McKay Glasgow, who received his 
Doctorate of Chiropractic 
● Anna Glasgow and husband Pete Attayek, on 
the birth of Chase Everett Attayek, on Oct. 8 

 
 

Our Sincere Sympathy To: 
† Kathy Pulliam and family, on the death of her 
mother, Kathryn Graham 
The family of Alice Purcell, who died recently 
† Lily Gray Ketner and family, on the death of 
her husband, Bill Ketner 
† Mike Drinkard and family, on the death of his 
mother, Mary Key 
† Lois Simone and family, on the death of her 
sister, Emily Ott 
† Jeanette Whitley and family, on the death of 
her sister, Rachel Chandler 
† Sue Fisher and family, on the death of her 
husband, Paul Fisher 
† Steve Fisher and family, on the death of his 
father, Paul Fisher 
† Karen Leonard and family, on the death of her 
husband, Roger Leonard 

 
 

Notes of Appreciation 
Dear FPC Family, 

I wish to thank the congregation for the 
following: to each of who drove to church on 
Sunday, Sept. 13, to wish me a happy 90th 
birthday (Sept. 16), for the many phone calls 
and birthday cards, for a box of treats with a 
card signed from 1st Pres family, and most of 
all for all of the prayers after sustaining a fall 
after my birthday celebration. I am recovering 
currently at Trinity Oaks. 

God’s blessing to you all, 
Malcolm Bullock 

■ 

Dear Church Family, 
My deepest thanks and appreciation for the 
prayers, cards and calls which have come my 
way over the past four months. Immobility 
caused by a fall with both ankles broken, 
followed by hospitalization, surgery, 
recuperation and re-learning how to walk has 
been quite an experience. Bill and I are very 
grateful for the love and concern shown us 
during this time. 

Thank you, Sybil Baker 

“The Generosity Challenge” 
      This year our theme for Commitment has been 
“The Generosity Challenge.” Generosity begins 
with God’s generosity toward us. While we live in 
challenging times, God has remained faithful to us, 
to our community, and to our world. We have much 
to be grateful for and even more reason to live 
generously. 
      As of November 5, we have received 147 
pledges totaling $785,220 toward our 2021 budget. 
It is with deep gratitude and thankfulness that we 
thank all those who have turned in their 
commitment cards. However, we as a congregation 
still have a financial challenge. We still need 
$292,887 in pledges to meet our budget for next 
year. The session cannot complete the budget 
process without hearing from you. 
      First Presbyterian Church has always 
exemplified generosity in giving of our time, talent, 
and money. We are confident that will continue to 
be the case. If you have not made your pledge for 
2021, you may do so by mailing your commitment 
card to the church office, go to 
www.salisburyfirstpres.org and click on ‘Pledge 
Now,’ by contacting Christina Lewis directly at 
(704) 636-1321, or simply by emailing her at 
clewis@salisburyfirstpres.org. Your pledge is 
always confidential. 
Tom Overcash, Commitment Comm. Moderator 

 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY  

October 31, 2020  

OPERATING  

YTD Income 898,017.38 
YTD Expenses 854,564.43 
Cash Flow 43,452.95 
Budgeted Expenses 982,033.33 

YTD Expenses 854,564.43 
Under 127,468.90 
Budgeted Income 982,033.33 

Actual Income 898,017.38 
Under -84,015.95 
DAY SCHOOL  

YTD Income 38,070.56 
YTD Expenses 64,044.74 
YTD Loss -25,974.18 

http://www.salisburyfirstpres.org/
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Advent Season at First Presbyterian Church 
Incarnation! 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 - 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Purple Candle – Hope 

9:00 am Worship with communion in the Sanctuary & Live stream 
9:15 am Everyman’s Bible Class 
10:30 am Worship with communion in Lewis Hall 
11:30 am Zoom Advent Gathering after worship 
5:00 pm Jr. & First Kids, TWAM Youth 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 - 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Purple Candle – Peace 

9:00 am Worship with communion in the Sanctuary & Live stream 
9:15 am Everyman’s Bible Class 
10:30 am Worship with communion in Lewis Hall 
11:30 am Zoom Advent Gathering after worship 
5:00 pm Jr. & First Kids, TWAM Youth 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 - 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Pink Candle – Joy 

9:00 am Worship with communion in the Sanctuary & Live stream 
9:15 am Everyman’s Bible Class 
10:30 am Worship with communion in Lewis Hall 
11:30 am Zoom Advent Gathering after worship 
5:00 pm Jr. & First Kids, TWAM Youth 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 - CHRISTMAS ON CHURCH STREET 
6:00-8:00 pm Christmas on Church Street, begin near First United Church of Christ and head 

north, see the Christmas Story as presented by the downtown churches 
(see newsletter article for more information) 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20  – 4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Purple Candle – Love 

9:00 am Worship with communion in the Sanctuary & Live stream 
9:15 am Everyman’s Bible Class 
10:30 am Worship with communion in Lewis Hall 
11:30 am Zoom Advent Gathering after worship 
5:00 pm Jr. & First Kids, TWAM Youth 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23  – CHRISTMAS AROUND THE FOUNTAIN 
5:00 pm Christmas around the Fountain 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24  – CHRISTMAS EVE 
         (Reservations are required…reservations open on Dec. 1 on our website) 

6:00 pm Lewis Hall Service      
7:30 pm Sanctuary Service & Live stream       

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27 
9:00 am Worship in Sanctuary & Live stream 



Good News To Celebrate! 
When life is hard, the practice of celebration becomes more important than ever. Here is a list of wonderful 
things that have been happening in our congregation over the last few months: 

- In person worship began mid-September with 30+ people signed up to volunteer! 

- In early October, we baptized sweet James Behrooz at the 10:30 service! 
- New members, Linda and Don Lyerly, recently joined the church! 
- We safely celebrated communion in person and remotely for All Saints Day! 
- The Vespers service became a cherished and holy time every week for many people, including 

many of those most at risk. 
- The church Elders made calls and prayed for every 

household who worshiped in person in the first 3 
months of the year. 

- Pastor Josh and Lara are expecting their first child 
due during Holy Week! 

- Lucas Safrit, our Wake Forest Divinity Pastoral Intern, 
has been a great addition to the church! 

- The Day School opened in early September and 
continues on with healthy kids and teachers! 

- Our AV Team has successfully navigated countless 
technological hurdles to livestream high quality 
worship and has even added a youth to their team! 

- The Race Task Force has over 50 church members on their email list and continues to meet, 
learn, and grow together! 

- Pastor Josh has had lunch with over 20 youth on his porch this fall! 
- The youth had a great graveyard scavenger hunt and bonfire for All Saints Day! 
- Sunday School classes like Everyman’s and Open Door continue to meet. 
- First Kids continues to meet keeping kids connected to one another and to God! 
- Elizabeth Snelbacker and the CE committee hosted a family scavenger hunt for Halloween! 
- The choir and LCW band continue to lead us safely in worship with beautiful music! 
- Pastor Randy has walked with many families in grief and faithfully led services. 
- Pastor Lara continues to work with church leaders on discerning how to safely reopen the church 

campus! 

- Our maintenance crew has repainted all of the rooms on the first floor Fisher Street side of the 
education building. They’re beautiful! 

- The Generosity Challenge was a great success and 2021 pledges are coming in every day! 

- Our staff remains flexible, hard-working, creative, and supportive of one another. 
- Plans for celebrating our 200th Anniversary starting next fall are in the works! 
- The Flight Crew continues to meet so that we can hit the ground running after the pandemic with 

renewed vision and priorities! 
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