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The Pastor’s Reflections… 

Block Party Kingdom: What Church Is Supposed To Look Like 
I remember hearing a pastor once define Church in a way 

that struck me as odd. He said, “The Church is supposed to be a 
place where upon arriving, you look around and say to yourself, 
‘what in the world could all these people have to do with one 
another?’” 

I’ve found this definition of Church to be profoundly true. 
While the sign on the door reads “First Presbyterian,” our pews 
on Sunday are filled with 
a mish-mash of born 
and bred Baptists, 
Pentecostals, 
Wesleyans (myself 
included), and those 
who grew up having no 
idea why one would 
need to know what 
“church” is. Beyond our 
intermixed 
denominationalism, I’ve come to discover that each Sunday our 
congregation is a diverse geographical mosaic. In my time at 
First Pres I’ve been pleased to meet Salisbury natives, 
Northwesterners, Floridians, East-Coasters, yes, and people from 
Ohio who root for the arch nemesis of my beloved Wolverines 
(we’ve been practicing reconciliation).  

Even amidst the beauty of our diversity, there are also 
ways in which American mainline Churches like ours practice 
unity as uniformity. Typical of Presbyterian U.S.A. as a 
denomination, ours is a racially and socio-economically 
homogenous Church. Our Sunday sanctuaries are not reflections 
of the kind of diverse community that we might see down the 
street at the Smoke Pit or Go Burrito.  

Cultural critics are not surprised by this. As has always 
been the case, the Church is a product of human culture. More 
than ever in our country’s history people are choosing to live in 
neighborhoods where people look like them, vote like them, and 
spend money like them. In other words, the polarization produced 
by our news cycles and social media wars is maliciously 
manifesting itself in where we worship and where we call home.  

In this world of hard questions, there are no easy 
answers. On Sunday night, August 18, from 5-7 p.m., there was a 
Church parking lot off Innes Street that offered a glimpse, a 
foretaste, of our answer. As I sat atop the uncomfortable dunk-
tank throne, ready at any moment to be submerged by the wild 

pitches of First Presbyterian’s 
children and youth (I’ll get you 
back for that), I looked out at 
the swath of humanity before 
me. What I saw can only be 
described as a great surprise. 

 Little black and white 
children piled into a bouncy 
house accompanied by shouts 
of glee. Youth from Overton, 
Knox, Salisbury Academy, and 
Salisbury High School 
devoured ice cream and 
consumed hot dogs together. 
Residents from Club Drive and 
Martin Luther King Blvd. broke 
bread (read wings and fries) as 
their children got back into the 
dunk-tank line for the 
umpteenth time. Strangers 
became neighbors and the 
body of Christ got a bit bigger 
for us all. I wasn’t the only one 
delighted and surprised by this 
kingdom of heaven block party. 
I saw on the faces of many of 
you a look that communicated, 
“this is what Church is 
supposed to be like.”  
 As I took it all in, I 
couldn’t help but wonder, “What 
in the world could all these 
different people have to do with 
one another?”  
 The answer to that 
question may define our Church 
in the future.  
 The answer is the name 
of the one who has brought us 
together.  
 The answer is Jesus 
Christ.   
        --Rev. Josh Musser Gritter 



September 2019 
Usher Volunteers for September 
John Ware, CHM                 Robert Bertram 
Kenan Smith                       David Beaver 
Jim Mitchell                        Rip Collins 
Johnny Safrit                      Max Spear     
Join The Team—We have openings in our 
monthly usher crews and welcome your 
participation. Contact Marny Hendrick or the 
church office if you are interested. 

Schedules for September 2019 

Greeters For September Services 
 (Volunteers always welcome; contact Gail Bankett 
or the Church office) 

Sept 1 
8:30 a.m. - Joyce Durkee 
11 a.m. - Carolyn Alexander, Glenda Askew, 
Steve and Melissa Butler 
Sept 8   
8:30 a.m. - Gerald Ross 
11 a.m.  - David Beaver, Janet and Doug 
Loeblein, Steve and Diane Coggin 

Sept 15   
8:30 a.m. - Kent Roberts   
11 a.m.- Bob and Barb 
Bruce, Rachel Culler, Henry 
and Missy Brown 
Sept 22 

8:30 a.m. - Richard and Anne Ervin 
11: a.m. - Tom Overcash, Jimmy and Nancy Linn, 
Cathy Zalenski 
Sept 29 
10:30 a.m. – Unified Worship in Sanctuary 
Dan and Karen De Graaf, Denny and Dotty 
Shantz, Frank and Cathy Adams 
  

September Deacon Greeters  

Sept 1 
Fisher St.  David Swaim 
Lewis Hall-North Sara Lee 
Sept 8 
Fisher St.             Laura Lewis  
Lewis Hall-North          Carol Worthy 
Sept 15 
Fisher St.  Scott Hay 
Lewis Hall-North Libby Fowler 
Sept 22 
Fisher St.  Stewart Adams 
Lewis Hall-North Judy Rochelle 
Sept 29 
Fisher St.  Bill Saelinger 
Lewis Hall-North Johnny Behrooz 

Acolytes For September 
Sept 1    11:00 a.m. TBA 
Sept 8    11:00 a.m. Luke Bryan 
Sept 15    11:00 a.m. Steven and Ebbie Lescoe 
Sept 22    11:00 a.m. TBA  
Sept 29    10:30 a.m. Noah Loeblein 

September Bread Delivery Volunteers 
Sept 1  Denny and Dotty Shantz 
Sept 8  Randy Lassiter 
Sept 15  Doug Glasgow 
Sept 22  Renee Bradshaw 
Sept 29  Lynn Miller 

Rowan Helping Ministries Shelter Duty  
(3

rd
 Thursday evenings monthly) 

September 19 WORD, Sojourners, Open Door 
October 17 MS/HS 
November 21 Church-wide volunteers 
December 19 Session 

FPC Food Pick Up For RHM Food Pantry 
Sept Kent Roberts 
Oct Martha Lassiter 
Nov Karen Wenker and Denny Wenker 
Dec  Steve Thomas 
Substitute:  Nick Langdon 
*Most months the food will be ready for pickup on 
Tuesday morning following the 1

st
 Sunday. 

Upcoming Newsletter Deadlines  
(As a general rule, the deadline is the 3

rd
 

Wednesday of each month) 
Edition Month  Deadline  
October   Sept 18 
November   Oct 23 
December  *Nov 18 (Monday) 
January 2020  *Dec 16 (Monday) 

Congratulations To:  
● Jim and Barbara Norman, on the birth 
of their great-granddaughter, Sadie Jane 
Fagan. Her parents are Tyler and Jenna 
Fagan. 
● Fred and Marjie Aggers, on the birth of 
their grandson, Arthur Everette Wright 
Aggers, on Aug. 8. Arthur’s parents are 
Jeremy and Kristin Aggers and his great-
grandmother is Reba Parsons 

Our Sincere Sympathy To: 
† Jeff Shoaf and family, on the death of 
his grandfather, Robert Shoaf. 
† The family of Jackie Pearce, who died 
recently. 

 



From Pastor Randy… 

“Then God spoke all these words” 
 Most of us heard these words at a 
young age. Some of us learned them as we 
did Catechism. Others learned what follows 
them in confirmation. They have been 
plastered in churches, schools, and 
courthouses.   
 These are the opening words to the 
Ten Commandments. Interestingly, as 
Eugenia Gamble points out in her recent 
study, “Carved in Stone,” the word 
commandment does not occur anywhere in 
the Hebrew text.  These are words from God.  
They might be better understood in the same 
way God spoke at creation.  God spoke and 
things happened.  Now God speaks again in 
the wilderness to the people who have been 
freed from slavery in Egypt.   
 According to Gamble, God speaks in 
order to create a new kind of community.  
The children of Israel are to be “an alternative 
to the dominant culture of violence, privilege, 
and isolation that they have known.” 
 Gamble’s journey into a new 
understanding of the Ten Commandments 
came one evening several years ago while 
watching the evening news.  There were 
protests from a capitol building reported on 
the news.  The protest was over whether a 

statue of the Ten 
Commandments 

should be removed 
from the capitol 
building.  
 In the furor, 
a man in a 
business suit threw 
himself on the 
statue and 

screamed, “You will not take away my God!”  
Gamble asks, “Can God be taken away if a 
statue is moved?”  Beyond that, don’t the 
commandments themselves caution against 
worshipping human images instead of 
worshipping the living God?  After that, 
Gamble took a long journey studying the 
commandments.  
 This year the Presbyterian Women’s 
bible study will use Gamble’s “Carved in 

Stone: a Fresh Look at the Ten 
Commandments.”   We will take a serious 
look at the meaning of the ten words of God 
and try to make sense of their meaning not 
only in the days of Moses but in the 21st 
century as well.   
 You are invited to join us as we gather 
in the Fellowship Hall on the first Monday of 
each month from 11:00-12:00, except in 
September when it will be September 9 (the 
Monday after Labor Day).  I hope you will join 
us!                 ---Dr. Randy Kirby 

1st @ the Fountain 
 Everyone had a wonderful time 
gathering for fellowship and cake at our 
first 1st @ the Fountain Sunday, August 5. 
We had tea, lemonade, and cakes to 
celebrate Revs. Josh and Lara’s first year 
anniversary! 
 Our next 1st @ the Fountain will be 
held on Sunday, September 8, from 9:50-
10:50. We will fellowship together and 
enjoy coffee and orange juice. Stop by 
the courtyard as you come and go to 
worship and Sunday School! 

TWAM Youth Fall Kickoff 
 TWAM Youth Fall Kickoff at the 
Pit: 4:30-8:00, Sunday September 8th. 
Sign-ups online.  
 TWAM Summer Mission and 
Parent meeting: 4-4:50, Sunday, 
September 15th, in the High School Youth 
Room. If you’re a parent of a Youth, come 
to this meeting to receive more 
information about the upcoming 2019 
Youth year. This meeting will also serve 
as an introduction to our 2020 TWAM 
Summer Mission trip.  

A Special Note of Thanks 
 Thank you to everyone who 
prayed, sent cards, blue cards, meals and 
called us by phone. Your loving care, 
support, and prayers mean a great deal 
to both of us.  
   Ron and Diana Potts 
 

 



Christian Education 
News & Notes 

A Different Kind of Prayer Group 
 Silence. Does that word scare 
you?  Does it provoke a deep longing in 
your heart? Does it bring comfort or dis-
ease?  How often do you sit in silence?  I 
know for myself, it 
is not something I 
did until about a 
year ago.  Before 
then the concept 
would have been 
totally foreign.  
Even now, I have 
difficulty sitting in 
silence in an attempt to calm my mind 
and rest in God’s presence and I hesitate 
to say I do it regularly.   
 I want to invite you on a journey 
with me.  I don’t know where it will lead, I 
don’t know how “good” I’ll be at traveling 
this road, and I certainly will learn as 
much as you will if you choose to join me.  
This invitation stems from a desire to 
develop a more rich practice of prayerful 
meditation. Meditation or Sitting in 
Silence has been around in many forms 
for centuries.  There has been a recent 
resurgence in meditation in our culture as 
we hungrily search for connection and 
meaning.  I even noticed a mediation 
shop has opened on Fisher St. near 
Mambo Grill. (I have not been in there, 
but I am dying to pay them a visit to see 
what’s what).  You may be asking 
yourself if mediation is even a Christian 
thing, doesn’t it belong to the realm of 
Asian religions?   
 In fact, meditation is as versatile as 
all forms of prayer are; and yes, if 
approached with a Christian intent then it 
can be a Christian form of prayer.  
Therefore, I invite you to join me 

Wednesdays at 12:15 beginning on 
September 11, in the Christian spiritual 
practice of sitting in silence or meditation.  
We will begin each session with a 
learning that will either help us expand 
our ability to sit in silence or that might 
inform our spiritual life in some way.  
Then we will enter a 10-minute time of 
silence followed by a brief discussion.  As 
we grow more comfortable, we will add 
additional time to our period of silence.  
Even then the increments will be tiny. 
Initially, the entire process from gathering 
until leaving should take about 30 
minutes.   

Do not fear if you have never tried 
to meditate before, we will explore some 
techniques and strategies to help us 
develop our practice.  If you have been 
meditating for years, come and share 
your knowledge to those of us who are 
novices. Truly, the only thing needed are 
an open heart and the desire to grow 
closer to God. 
 Our culture is so noisy, we are so 
busy, it seems almost sinful to sit and do 
“nothing” for 10 minutes.  Nevertheless, 
just as Mary knew the wisdom of sitting at 
Jesus’ feet instead of continuing to work 
as Martha did, we too, need to rest in the 
presence of our Savior.  As hard as it 
may be to believe, God will keep the 
world spinning, even if you sit with Him 
for a few minutes and “do nothing”. I hope 
that you will prayerfully consider joining 
me on this journey.  You do not have to 
be present every week, come and go as 
often as you like.  We will meet through 
October 30, then assess if we want to 
continue gathering. Can’t make 
Wednesdays at 12:15 but would still like 
to explore sitting in silence?  Let me know 
perhaps there are others that would like 
to join you at a different time.  
   Peace and grace, 
   Elizabeth Snelbaker 
 



Join Us After Worship 
On September 29 
 Summer has flown by and we are 
ready to celebrate fall!!  Please join the 
Fellowship Committee at our annual 
church picnic on Sunday, September 29.   
The picnic will follow a 10:30 unified 
church service in the sanctuary.  It will be 
held in the courtyard (or Lewis Hall if the 
weather dictates).   
 The Fellowship Committee will 
provide hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, 
chips, chili, slaw, drinks, condiments and 
paper products. We are asking you to 
bring your favorite side dishes (deviled 
eggs, of course) and desserts.  If your 
last name begins with A-I or  S-Z, please 
bring a side dish. If your last name begins 
with J-R, please bring a dessert.  Please 
remember to keep your food nut-free. 
You can bring your food to the Lewis Hall 
kitchen that morning.  
 We will be collecting good-will 
donations to be given to the First 
Presbyterian Day School.  Your donations 
will help our children in this wonderful 
learning and play environment. 
 This is a great time to invite your 
friends to First Presbyterian for worship 
and fellowship!!  Thank you so much for 
your help and your attendance! 

News From Meals On Wheels 
  We say a HUGE "Thank You" to Jim 
and Betty Carli for their 20+ years as active 
volunteers with MOW.  They retired after 
delivering their route in August, but will 
continue to be involved as substitute drivers.  

Our deep and sincere thanks go to them for 
their years of faithful service.  
 Now - we are in need of a couple or 
two friends who would like to volunteer as 
regular drivers for the route which has just 
been vacated. This would require an hour or 
so of your time on the 2nd Thursday of each 
month.  Please call Eleanor Sandifer @ 704-
630-6249 to ask questions you may have and 
to volunteer.   
 We are so grateful to our faithful 
volunteers who 
delivered meals in 
July:  Betty and Jim 
Carli, Missy and 
Henry Brown, Kim 
Johnson, Anne and 
Frank Saunders, 
Barbara and Jim 
Norman, Myrna 
Crocker, Eleanor 
Sandifer, Glenda 
Askew, Charlotte Hall, Mary and Carl 
Repsher, Deb and Marty Walker, Wayne 
Hayworth, Melody Lee, Margaret Mentus, 
Linda Jones, Buddy Farnan, Randy Lassiter, 
Dianne Scott, Susie Riggs, Lyn Beaver, Tricia 
Johnson, Sybil and Bill Baker.  

 

Can’t Get Enough  
    of First Pres? 
 
Get all the news, information, 
updates, schedules, bulletins, 
this newsletter 

and the calendar 
For First 

Presbyterian 
Church 

Salisbury when you need it! 

It is just a click away! 
www.salisburyfirstpres.org 

 



Upcoming JOY Activities: 
September - Worthy's for food, fun and 
fellowship - September 20 - 6:00 p.m. - 
Pizza night  - Bring a salad, appetizer, 
side, or dessert 
October - The Cooks will host a pot luck 
lunch at the river - October 9. RSVP to 
the church office if you plan to attend no 
later than Oct. 6 
COMING IN JANUARY - FINISHING 
STRONG is a workshop for our senior 
members facing the challenges of the 
physical, emotional, spiritual and legal 
issues of the second  half of their lives.  
 Please join us as we learn and 
discuss possibilities and potential for 
enhancing these years with professionals 
in each area of concern.  For more 
information contact Sara Cook 704-636-
1898. 
Ideas for future months:   

■ Aquarium in Concord Mills Mall & 
lunch 
■ Dan Nicholas Park - possibly a picnic 
and train ride 
■ Doll Museum in Spencer & lunch or 
dinner  
■ Symphony and/or a Play at Meroney 
& Dinner 
■ Guest speaker(s) in the Fellowship 
Hall (great for a winter event) 
■ Boone's Cave & lunch 
■ Antique shops & lunch 
■ Kannapolis lights at Christmas 
■ Lazy 5 Ranch 
■ Rowan Museum and lunch 
■ NarroWay dinner theatre 

Real Good News:  
Evangelism in the Book of Acts 
Sermon Series Continues to Sept. 22 
 This might not come as a surprise 
to you, but Presbyterians are typically not 
very comfortable with the term 
evangelism. The word often elicits images 
of over the top televangelists, signs of 
condemnation on the street, and 

someone knocking on the door with an 
unwanted pamphlet. Yet, there is so 
much more to evangelism than these 
popular images.    
 In the Greek New Testament, the 
word evangelism comes from the Greek 
euangelion which simply means Good 
News. Those who most clearly show us 
the Good News at work are the people in 
the Book of Acts.  
 For six weeks, we’re going to let 
those in the Book of Acts teach us about 
this tricky topic called evangelism. We’ll 
explore not only what evangelism is but 
also what it means for our relationships 
with people of other beliefs, science, 
culture, and more. Join us!  
Financial Report through July 31, 2019 
 
YTD Adjusted Income  $677,027.79 
YTD Budgeted Income  $676,387.25 
Variance (Positive)  $       640.54 
 
YTD Adjusted Disbursements $672,514.86 
YTD Budgeted Disbursements $676,153.92 
Variance (under budget) $  (3,639.06) 
 

Make You Pledge Payments Online 
 Did you know you can go online to the 
church website and make pledge payments via 
the secure giving portal? Just go to 
www.salisburyfirstpres.org, click on the Giving tab, 
and follow the instructions to set up your account. 
You can set up recurring payments for your 
church pledge or simply make a one-time 
payment. You may use a checking account, 
savings account, or a debit or credit card (please 
be aware that FPC does incur additional charges 
on credit cards).  
 This giving option is safe, secure, and as 
always, confidential. Set up only takes a few 
moments, and you may edit at any time. At this 
time FPC is only set up to receive church pledge 
payments (or donations to the operating budget) 
and Teens with A Mission donations. If you would 
like to know more about this, contact Christina 
Lewis in the church office.  

 
 
 



TWAM: A New Name and Identity for Our Youth Ministry
 In the world of the Bible a name is more than a moniker. Names contain within them a person’s 
identity and destiny. Names also figure greatly in the interpretation of Old Testament narrative. 
Take good ole Samson for example. As the last judge in a long line judges—all serving within a 
Game of Thrones-esque world (violent and chaotic), Samson’s given name (shimson) means 
“light.” The question we are to ask throughout his narrative is the one his name sets before us, 
“Will Samson be a light to the people Israel? Or will he walk in the way of darkness?” To put it in 
the language of Star Wars, will Samson be a Jedi (one of the light), or will he turn to the 
darkside?   
 It shouldn’t surprise us, then, that chaos ensues when Delilah (meaning “night” or 
“darkness”) shows up. Even more poignant is the way Samson’s name features in his death. 
When we meet him at the end of a long 3-chapter narrative, Samson is a slave to the Philistines 

who have “poked out his eyes.” In other words, Samson’s life 
begins with the destiny of “light,” but ends under the shroud 
of “darkness.”  
 Beyond the dimension of identity, names in the 
biblical story also mark life’s transitions. When God asks 
Abram and Sarai to “Go from their homeland,” God gives 
them new names—Abraham and Sarah. When Jacob 
wrestles with the angel at Penuel, God gives him another 
name—Israel. When Peter recognizes that Jesus is more 
than a man, that he is Israel’s long-awaited Messiah, Jesus 

gives him a new name—Cephas.  
 For 30 years our Summer Youth Mission trip has carried with it the important name 
“Teens with a Mission” (TWAM). Over the course of the last year, it has occurred to our First 
Presbyterian Youth Committee that everything our Youth Ministry at First Presbyterian does 
involves “Teens with a Mission.” Whether it’s worshipping together on Sundays, drawing close 
together on Fall Retreats, hitting the slopes of Winterplace, or serving at RHM, our Youth are 
always Teens who are living in God’s mission field.  
 It is for this reason that our First Pres Youth Committee has decided to use “TWAM” as 
the name for our whole Youth Ministry. It is our sincere hope that this change will integrate our 
summer mission more closely into the overall Youth Ministry at First Presbyterian. There may be 
some linguistic confusion at first, but we hope this change will mark the identity of our Youth for 
years to come.        --Rev. Josh Musser Gritter 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church        

308 West Fisher Street          
Salisbury, NC 28144 
 

Sanctuary Worship 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
               ■ 
Life Center Worship 
         8:50 a.m. 
  ■ 
   Sunday School  
     For All Ages 
         10 a.m. 
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