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Dealing With The Pandemic… 

Why? What? When? Update from the Corona Virus Response Team 

 Why haven’t we returned to in-person worship yet? When 
will we be able to worship again on the church campus? What will 
worship be like when we finally do return? We imagine these 
questions have been on your mind over the past several weeks. 

They have been on ours, 
too.  
 In this brief letter, we 
hope to begin to answer your 
questions. But first let us 
introduce ourselves. We are 
the Coronavirus Response 
Team—a group Elders and 

Deacons who with Pastors Lara and Josh have been tasked with 
making recommendations to Session about when and how to 
return to in person worship. We have been meeting weekly, 
researching extensively, and praying diligently about our task. 
Session has approved what we are communicating in this letter.  
Why haven’t we returned to in-person worship yet?  
 Our top priority is finding a way to return to our church 
campus in the wisest, safest, and most loving way possible. We 
are balancing our common desire to worship God together in 
person in our beloved Sanctuary and Lewis Hall with the risks 
inherent in doing so during the pandemic. Did you know that 
worship is one of the most dangerous activities to spread and 
contract COVID? Singing aerosolizes the virus and can spread it 
up to 20+ feet. Risk increases as group size and gathering 
duration increases. Our worst fear is returning too soon and 
being the source of infection for anyone in our congregation. All 
of this is to say that wise decision-making takes time and given 
all of the risk factors and unknowns we are erring on the side of 
caution.  
When will we be able to worship again on the church 
campus? 
 While we hope to return as soon as possible, we can 
confidently say not before July 12th. We hope to launch live 
stream virtual worship with only worship leaders present on June 
28th and will continue offering Live Stream as an option for those 
who do not feel comfortable returning to in-person worship. We 
will continue to closely watch the daily increase in new cases, 
hospitalizations, and our county and state’s capacity to respond 
to surges. If the situation stagnates or worsens, we may need to 
alter these dates. 

What will worship be like 
when we finally do return? 
 While returning to 
worship will be a source of joy, 
the risk of spreading 
Coronavirus remains. We won’t 
be returning to worship as 
‘normal.’ While an extensive 
plan is forthcoming, prepare 
yourselves for some major 
changes to worship. COVID will 
impact the rhythm of Sunday 
morning, how we enter and exit 
worship, and where people sit.  
 Exploring our return to 
in-person worship is causing us 
to reassess cherished parts of 
the worship service like singing, 
greeting, offering, passing of 
the peace, and more. As we 
navigate our new ‘normal,’ the 
Triune God, Lord of all Creation 
will draw close and guide us in 
worship. Keep an eye out for 
further communications from 
Session as we move forward. 
 In Christ’s Service, 
 Coronavirus Response 
Team:Johnny Behrooz, Scott 
Johnson, Barry Sang, Bob Steele, 
and Kathy Vestal 
 

Another Way To Connect  
 No internet? Good news 
for our members and friends 
without internet access! We now 
have a phone number you can call 
to hear our worship services. You 
can call 980-269-1848 Sunday 
through Thursday, beginning at 
10:30 AM on Sunday. (Charges 
may be applied according to your 
phone plan) 



Music From Our Homes 
 Hello from the couches, recliners, and 
easy chairs of our homes. These comfortable 
seats have become the pews of our new 
sanctuaries and worship spaces. So too have our 
homes become the places of praise that our First 
Presbyterian musicians have been making their 
musical offerings.  
 As we become more knowledgeable of 
how to operate our new worship sources 
(cameras, phones, pads, etc.), more and more of 
our musicians are getting involved with worship. It 

is a creative 
accomplishment how 
our musicians come 
together from 
different spaces and 
different times to 
make one musical 
offering. As the 
opportunity arises, 
please thank our 
volunteers for their 
efforts to continue to 

provide meaningful worship to all of us during this 
challenging time. 
 We also have volunteers working to 
prepare our worship spaces for when we can 
return. We still want all of our members to be able 
to experience worship even when it is still best for 
them to remain at home so new technology is 
being prepared so everyone can experience 
worship every week from wherever they may be.  
 This crisis has provided new opportunities 
for worship for all of us. Jesus told us “For where 
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.” (Matthew 18:20) And that has 
become the reality of our worship for some weeks 
now.  We do not know what the coming weeks 
hold for all of us, but whatever the changes, know 
that your First Presbyterian musicians will be 
continuing to work together to offer songs of 
praise to God for us all to hear and participate 
with.   
 May God be praised in all that we do.   
    --John Stafford 

 News From Meals On Wheels 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Friends,   
 Greetings from Meals on Wheels Rowan!  
We hope you are all well and safe!  Thank you to 
all of you for your support, your prayers, and your 
gifts.  As many of you know, we are currently 
delivering five meals each Monday to our 
homebound seniors.  To support folks who are at 
high-risk for food insecurity and infection, we are 

also delivering extra 2-9 meals per week, 
depending on individual needs.  Many of our 
volunteers are making comfort calls to participants 
during what would be the “normal delivery” time 
each Tuesday through Friday.  
 Additionally, our staff is delivering USDA 
Food Boxes for Rowan Helping Ministries to 
individuals who cannot and should not be leaving 
their homes.  A small cadre of volunteers is 
purchasing and delivering groceries and supplies 
to adults who are in need.    
 Currently, our Monday volunteers are 
delivering to over 280 participants compared to 
the 240 folks we were seeing each Monday 
through Friday in early March.  We miss seeing all 
of our volunteers and hope that we will get back to 
delivering daily hot meals sometime this summer.  
Thank you for your continuing prayers and 
support!  We look forward to seeing our First 
Presbyterian volunteers again soon.  
WE DELIVER!  
Sandy Combs  
Sandy Combs, Program Director  

Cindy Fink  

Cindy Fink, Executive Director  

 

 
 
 

 
FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 May 31, 2020 
  OPERATING 

  YTD Income 
 

507,056.55 
YTD Expenses 

 
457,745.93 

Cash Flow 
 

49,310.62 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

 
491,016.67 

YTD Expenses 457,745.93 

Under 
 

33,270.74 

Budgeted Income 491,016.67 
Actual Income 

 
507,056.55 

Positive 
 

16,039.88 

DAY SCHOOL 
  YTD Income 
 

25,967.00 
YTD Expenses 

 
44,955.20 

YTD Loss 
 

-18,988.20 



From Pastor Randy… 

       A time for prayer 
 I recently came across a book by Avery 
Brooke titled, “Plain Prayers in a Complicated 
World.”  While written more than twenty-five years 
ago, the words seem as if they are for us today.  
In the introduction, Brooke insists:  “It is a time of 
confusing, bewildering, and frightening change 
(11).”  From where I sit, that sums up a lot of what 
this pandemic feels like.  Everything has changed 
so quickly that we are a little off balanced and 
bewildered.  We are frightened not only by the 
possibility of getting sick but by what the future 
may look like.   “Plain Prayers” helps us voice 
those feelings and keep us connected to God in 
troubled times. 
 For instance, we are reminded to pray for 
prayer time:  “Jesus, I can’t expect to get to know 
you if I seldom speak with you.  Help me to find 
the time and place to pray every day.”  We are 
also encouraged to keep things in perspective:  “O 
God, help me to worry less about the end of the 
world, or the end of my life, or terrible things that 
may happen tomorrow, so that I may live to the 
full each moment of today.”  That one is a 
challenge particularly when we are caught up in 
the anxiety of stay at home orders and social 
distancing concerns.   
 Maybe the prayer I found most helpful 
right now is the one focused on discouragement, 
which may be what many folks are feeling right 
now for a variety of reasons:  “Christ, I am 
discouraged.  I worked and worked.  I’ve tried new 
ways.  I’ve 
thought about 
this problem till 
I’ve ached with 
weariness.  I’ve 
discussed it 
with those who 
might help.  And 
I don’t know 
what to do next.  
Christ, help me 
to see your will 
and your way 
and give me strength to follow through.”  It is a 
plainspoken prayer for any time of 
discouragement, but particularly appropriate 
today.  I have heard from many people that trying 
to figure out how to do their work differently is one 
of the great challenges of this time. 
 At the end of the book, Brooke offers one 
last prayer that is an evening prayer.  Many have 
talked about having trouble sleeping during recent 

weeks.  Our heightened alertness that comes with 
anxiety does not easily let go at the end of the 
day.  A prayer for sleep seems needful for any 
day:  “Father, I have much to be grateful for 
tonight, and I thank you.  I have much to regret 
and I ask your forgiveness.  But even as I ask 
your forgiveness I know that I receive it, and a 
deep peace fills my heart.  Help me to sleep well 
tonight and to wake ready for that daily yet 
greatest of gifts, a fresh start.”  God grant us 
peace, rest, and fresh starts each day! 
 

Our Deepest Sympathy 
† The family of Ruth Meade who died April 10 
† Jude Townsend’s husband, Hank Townsend, 
died April 9 
† Terry Piersol, on the death of his brother-in-law, 
Denny Goff, on April 19 
† Sandra Young, on the death of her husband, 
Boonie Young 
† Barry and Kathy Sang, on the death of their 
daughter, Rebecca Sang, on May 12 
† The family of Joyce Plyler, who died on May 14 
† Del Denny and family, on the death of his sister, 
Betty Miskimens 
† Renee Bradshaw and family, on the death of her 
father, Burt Harris 
† Wendy Weant and family, of the death of her 
father, Shaner Richard 

 

A Note Of Special Thanks 
 Falling and breaking my hip was but the 
first of many challenges I’ve faced since 
Christmas Eve.  But I’m grateful to report that 
God, friends, and family have been with me ever 
since then to see me through.  Your calls, visits, 
cards, flowers, prayers and lovely prayer shawl 
have given me strength, encouragement, and 
hope through these stressful times.  They have 
played a huge part in placing me on the road to 
recovery.  You all have my heartfelt thanks for the 
precious gift of your friendship in Christ.  And 
thanks be to God, our Rock, our Redeemer, and 
our Ever Present Help in times of trouble. 
 God bless you and keep you safe and. 
healthy in these perilous times, 
    --Sam Meredith  
 

 
 
 
  
  



-Faith Formation-       
Community Art Project- Complete and Beautiful 
 Thanks to all who participated in our Church Community Art Project which was revealed 
during worship on 
Pentecost.  If you did not get 
a chance to see it then, 
check it out on the First 
Presbyterian Church 
Website. In May, members 
and friends of FPCS signed 
up to color a portion of a 
picture.  They were then 
emailed their “tile” to color.  
While they knew what the 
final design was, they had 
no idea what others were 
coloring. It could have been 
a royal mess when 
assembled.  Through the 
Holy Spirit it came together 
to form a wonderful piece of 
mosaic art, reminding us 
that even though Eastertide 
is over, the joy and miracle 
of Jesus’ resurrection never ends. Thank you to our artists: Campbell Aron; Anne Cave; Karen 
DeGraaf; Christina Lewis; Judy Rochelle; Kathy Sang; Jeff and Gwynne Shoaf; Tracy, Elizabeth 
and Alden Snelbaker; Nichole Snelbaker, Kathy Tart; Paula Troxler; Monica Wallace; and Patsy 
Wilson! 

Climbing the Second Mountain 
 A small group has been gathering on zoom for the past 8 weeks to explore together The Second 
Mountain by David Brooks. It was a fascinating discussion of being true to one's vocation and making the 
transition from an individualistic culture to a community oriented culture. Some of you might remember 
Pastor Josh mentioning this book at different times.  It is profoundly relevant in light of the current 
circumstances we face as a country. Even though you were not able to participate in the discussion 
group, you are encouraged to take some time this summer to explore The Second Mountain. 

Faith Formation for Children 
● First Kids- Sunday’s at 5:00 - Spiritual formation for elementary children via zoom.   

● Jr. First Kids- Monday’s at 10:00- spiritual formation for preschool children via zoom 

● Kids Check In and Chat- Wednesday’s at 1:00- fellowship and fun for preschool and 

elementary children. 

****** For more information about children’s faith formation or to join a zoom gathering please 
contact Elizabeth Snelbaker (esnelbaker@salisburyfirstpres.org) 

Faith Formation for Adults 
● Everyman’s Sunday School - Sunday’s at 9:45- contact Tony Almeida 

(talmeida2113@gmail.com)  for more information. Utilizes the Present Word curriculum along 

with occasional special guest lecturers.  Meets via zoom. 

● New Horizen’s Sunday School- contact Stephen Bullock (sbullock@powercurbers.com) for 

more information. A discussion based group, seeking to support each other especially during 

these difficult times. Meets via zoom. 

mailto:talmeida2113@gmail.com


● Guest Speakers provided by Everyman’s Sunday School and open to the community. Contact 

Tony Almeida (talmeida2113@gmail.com) for more information.  Will meet via zoom. 

○ Catawba College Professor Dr. Barry Sang- a “sampler of Major 20th Century 

Theological Movements, and a Description of Trends in the 21st Century” July 5, 12, 19, 

26. 

○ Hood Seminary New Testament Professor Bradley Trick- The Book of James 2-5. Aug. 

16, 23, 30 

Hymn to a Good Mom 
 For Mother’s Day our First and Jr First Kids read Proverbs 31: 10-31 The 
Hymn to a Good Wife. While we talked about the fact that no person could do all 
those things, they probably knew someone who could do some of them.  They 
were then asked questions about what makes a good mother.  Their answers 
are compiled here in a Hymn to a Good Mother. 

A Good  Mom Always… 

Helps Me 

Does Math 

Says “Good Night” at Bedtime 

Sings 

Snuggles Everyday 

Bosses Us 

Plays Sports 

Does the Laundry 

Is a Good Mom 

Works Hard 

 

A Good Mom Makes the Best…. 

Apple Pie 

Mac and Cheese 

Strawberries and Bread 

Cookies and Hot Chocolate 

Ice Cream Sundaes 

Waffles 

Bacon 

Peanut Butter Sandwich 

Spaghetti 

Chocolate Mousse Cake with 

Strawberries 

Strawberry Cake 

Brownies  

More Brownies 

Chicken Tenders  

Ice Tea 

More Cookies 

 

A Good Mom is Good At…. 

Doing Math 

Cooking 

Volleyball 

Being a Mom 

Taking Care of Us 

Golf 

Tennis 

More Tennis 

Teaching Me How to Do Chores 

Doing the Best She Can 

A Good Mom’s Favorite Thing 

to do is…. 

Cook 

Read 

Drink Banana Milkshakes 

Play Golf 

Spend Time with Us 

Play Toys 

Go for Walks 

Jiggle the Belly 

Garden 

Bake 

Sew 

More Playing Golf 

More Cooking 

Going to the Beach 

Spending Time Outside 

Working on the New House 

 

A Good Mom is Happy When…. 

She’s Around Me and My Dad 

She Has a Break from Work 

She is With Her friends 

She’s Not Frustrated 

We Play Nicely 

Brady Tells Jokes 

We Play Tennis Together 

When She Comes Home and I’ve 

Done All My School Work 

My Sister and I Get Along 

 

A Good Mom is Funny 

Because…. 

She Can Tell Jokes 

She Makes Funny Faces 

Her Hair is Short 

 Her Laugh 

She Tells More Jokes 

 Her Singing and Dancing 

Her Sneeze 

She Tells Even More Jokes 

 

My favorite thing to do with 

mom is…. 

Snuggle 

Math 

Hug Her 

Ride Bikes 

Go on Nature Walks 

Play Games 

Sing 

Watch a Movie 

Watch Movies on Disney+ 

Make Lasagna 

Sew 

Play Golf 

Play Tennis 

Bake 

Do Stuff Outside 

Go Swimming 

 

I wish I could make Mom a … 

3rd Grade Teacher 

Regenerating Piece of Pizza 

Cake 

Hug 

Angel 

Dinner 

Brownies 

Tennis Racket 

Eggs 

Cookies Everyday 

 

I would like to take mom…. 

Bowling 

To the Moon 

To Disneyland 

To California 



To New Orleans 

To Pennsylvania 

To the Beach - Just the Two of Us 

To Boston 

To Disney World 

 

A Good Mom deserves to have a 

new…. 

Car 

Job 

Headphone Set 

Pool and Hot Tub 

Phone (so I could have one) 

Bedroom 

Yard 

Golden Retriever Puppy 

Phone cover 

 

I Wish Mom and I Had More 

Time to…. 

Snuggle 

Go to the Movies 

Hug 

Spend Time Together 

Play Together 

Play Cards 

Eat Cake 

Have Girl Time 

Play Outside  

Read Stories Together 

 

Thanks for being a Really 

Really Good Mom! 
 

 

 

Expert opinions and perspectives on a good mom given by: Campbell Aaron, Drew Adams, 

Frank Adams, Elenor Behrooze, Charles Coleman, Nora Coleman, Alice Felderman, Brady 

Fowler, Pace Fowler, Camden Honeycutt, Gabe Lee, Dempsey Rowland, Teague Rowland, 

Barrett Shoaf, Alden Snelbaker, Holly Whittington. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Let’s Do VBS - Pandemic Style! 

 July 20-22 First Presbyterian Church will host a virtual VBS - Bolt into Action.  Kids will 
have a guided VBS experience at home. They will be led through the activities by the Bolt Video 
team. It will include a Bible Story, outdoor games that can be done with as few as 2 people 
(parents or older siblings can join the fun too), origami and music.  

Participants will also have an opportunity to Zoom with our church group to share their 
experiences from the day. There is minimal parental involvement required, though younger 
participants might need some help. While designed for K-5th grade, we will have some 
components that preschoolers can do as well. Curriculum and access to the Bolt videos will be 
provided by First Presbyterian Church as will a few of the more difficult to acquire supplies. 
Details for distribution of supplies will be available at a later date.   

While we hope kids will join our zoom calls they do not have to in order to participate in 
this VBS.  A family could utilize this program on their own time. Depending on how long you 
take to play the games the activities and videos can be done in an hour or less. While we 
encourage you to follow the NC guidelines for safe practices recommended at the time of VBS,  
you may want to invite cousins or neighborhood kids to participate as well.   

Registration is available online at www.salisburyfirstpres.org. Contact Elizabeth 
Snelbaker with any questions esnelbaker@salisburyfirstpres.org.  
 

mailto:esnelbaker@salisburyfirstpres.org


Confirmation Class of 2020 

Professes Their Faith  
“Your life is a journey you must travel with a deep 
consciousness of God (I Peter 1:18, The 
Message).” 

 The confirmation process, at its heart, is 
about professing faith in Jesus Christ. It begins as 
God’s Spirit works in us to bring us to an 
awareness of the love of God show for us in 
Jesus. Then in the community of faith, we learn 
what scripture says about Christ and what the 
church teaches. Finally, we come to declare what 
we believe.   

 This confirmation class has been on a 
journey together since last September. They have 
met with mentors, studied with their teachers, led 
worship during Advent, and served together at 

Rowan Helping Ministry. In 
March, just before the 
declaration of a pandemic, they 
went on retreat to Camp 
Haynes for more learning and 
fun. We discussed what we 
believe and each youth had an 

opportunity to work on their own statement of 
faith. A week later, we were under a stay at home 
order. But the youth have continued to prepare for 
the day they make their public profession of faith. 

 On Sunday June 14, the confirmands will 
join in a zoom meeting to present their statements 
of faith to the session as they do every year. Their 
families and mentors are invited to join us as they 
are every year. Then they will be asked the 
questions for confirmation and be prayed over as 
their families lay on hands.  It will be a wonderful 
moment of celebration! 

 We want you to share in that moment. 
During the worship service on June 28, you will 
have a chance to see the recording of the 
confirmands as they declare together, “Jesus 
Christ is my Lord and Savior!”   

 We hope that you will make a special 
effort to join us at 10:30 am. for that very 
significant moment in the lives of our confirmation 
class:  Drew Aron, Luke Bryan, Sawyer Burton, 
Robert Coleman, James Fisher, Lucy Heilig, 
Ebbie Lescoe, Nicholas Loeblein, Andrew Mead, 
Ava Morris, Alex Robinette, and Grayson Smith. 

Disciple 365 Award Winners Named 
 Discipleship is our call 365 days a year. 
Each year an anonymous disciple in the 

congregation provides funds to remind seniors in 
high school that discipleship is a daily lifestyle.  
 All high school seniors received a letter 
with an application for the “Disciple 365 Award,” a 
gift of $365. Seniors were asked to give the 
names of two people who have inspired them and 
encouraged them to be a disciple of Christ. 
 This year 5 seniors applied for this award. 
Here are the seniors and the disciples they chose 
who have encouraged them on their faith journey:  
Matthew Dailey – John Drye & John Grubb 
Carter Jenkins – Doug & Janet Loeblein 
Blaine Shellhorn – John Grubb & Bob Harris 
Graham Smith – Clay Burleson & John Grubb 
Meredith Swaim – Allen Cook & Anne Maxey 
 Thank you to the anonymous benefactor 
for providing these funds and for reminding us that 
discipleship is a daily call in our own faith 
journeys. And a very special thank you to each 
person chosen for supporting, teaching, inspiring, 
and encouraging a high school senior disciple in 
their daily walk of faith! 
 

Come Join Our Race Task Force 
Dear Church Family, 
 As we move through such trying times I 
invite you to join the next meeting of the Race 
Task Force, Thursday, June 18 at 6:30 p.m.  
Many of you have shared that you feel a sense 
of bewilderment, anger, obligation, and pain, but 
you are not sure what to do.  This group invites all 
church members to participate, and it is 
committed to welcoming our sisters and brothers 
in Christ as we mourn and grow together.  Please 
reach out to Race Task Force Chairperson Jenn 
Selby for details about the meeting, for further 
information, or to be added to the communication 
list (jennifer_selby@ymail.com) or 704-798-5241 
voice or text).   
  In love, Jenn Selby  
  on behalf of the Race Task Force 

 

JOY Inactive But Looking For Ideas 
JOY - all activities are postponed until further 
notice. 
Possible future events: 
■ Family game night 
■ Dinner at Chef Santos and show at Meroney 
Theatre John Ramsey, Jr. to give a talk and tour 
by trolley Bob Bruce - would like to give a 
presentation on DNA testing and family genealogy 
 We are always looking for ideas.  Please 
let us know if you have any suggestions. 
 

 



God’s Grace is a Parade 
 These last several months have been a lesson in loss. We’ve all lost something—lost in-person 
worship, lost several months of school, lost, at times, our sanity, lost our idea of what 2020 would be. 
Chief among these losses are those of our young people. Children whose educational futures are linked 
to reading proclivity have missed months of tutoring. 
Elementary recess has become what happens in the 
backyard. Middle and High School athletes lost entire 
seasons of their beloved sports. The Seniors, our 
wonderful seniors, have lost the symbolic rites of passage 
that close the door on K-12 and open new horizons.   
 On a Thursday in May, youth leaders, your 
pastors, and our Christian Ed director piled into cars, 
streamers-in-hand, and drove through the pouring rain to 
obnoxiously parade past our First Pres Senior’s homes. If 
you had been a resident of those neighborhoods you 
would’ve seen the First Pres Church van roaring and 
ripping through the neighborhood with a very liberal use 
of the horn. We honked, and honked, and honked! We 
passed out Senior gifts, waved hello, and I gave them a 
copy of a great devotional called “Jesus Calling”—
something I hope they will use in their future.  
 Perhaps the greatest part of this rainstorm parade was that it was not only the active Seniors who 
got a honk-a-thon. Some of the Seniors have been on mission trips, attended youth events, attend 
Sunday worship, and will seek a Presbyterian Church home in College. Others will take different roads. 
But whether you’re the most active “church” kid in the world, or you’re just not sure what you believe, you 
get a parade, because that’s how God’s grace works. Both the elder son and the prodigal are invited to 
the party, both the early-rising workers and the latecomers get paid the same wage.  
 For me this parade was a lesson in the significance of community in the wake of loss. We’ve lost 
so much; our seniors have had too much taken from them. But perhaps change is the only constant in 
life, and change means loss. I will never forget the day when we sent our Senior’s off in the pandemic 
with a honk and a yelp. No matter how much we lose, God has still stitched us together with a community 
of persons who remind us of our worth. Community meant a lot before this pandemic, but in our world’s 
future years it will mean more. So, here’s to our Seniors, a special group of young people who are 
launching into an uncertain world. When the rains of life storm and rage, may they remember that God’s 
grace will ride and honk nonetheless.  
 Some of the parade conspirators were longtime youth leaders, but others didn’t know some of 
these kids from Adam—that didn’t keep them from celebrating.   --Rev. Josh Musser Gritter 
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Sanctuary Worship 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
               ■ 
Life Center Worship 
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   Sunday School  
     For All Ages 
         10 a.m. 
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