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The Pastor’s Reflections… 

The Most Wonderful, Terrifying Thing I’ve Ever Done 
 Mountains carry an immense spiritual freight in the biblical 
imagination. After 400 weary years of slavery in Egypt, Israel is constituted 
as a people as they surround Mount Sinai. In the book of Isaiah, the 
mountain of Zion is the site where God’s intent for the whole cosmos comes 
to finality and fruition. When Jesus is transfigured, pulling the veil back on 
his true identity, he does so on a mountain. In the wilderness of Judea, it is 
atop a mountain where Satan tempts Jesus with all the power of the world.  
 In his last week of life, it is from a mountain that Jesus descends 
triumphantly into the city of Jerusalem. And, subsequently, Jesus instructs 
his disciples to meet him atop a mountain in Galilee after he has arisen 
from the dead. As this brief topographical survey suggests, you can 
practically trace the story of significant moments in Scripture through the 
mountains of the Middle East.  
 There is just something majestic, something mysterious and wild, 
about the mountains. I suppose that is why Lara and I chose for our 
summer vacation—and for the 
celebration of our 6

th
 wedding 

anniversary—a trip to California’s 
Yosemite Valley.  
 Yosemite was made 
famous by the likes of John Muir 
(also known as “John of the 
Mountains”) and Theodore 
Roosevelt. After hiking through it 
with Muir in 1903, Roosevelt 
declared Yosemite Valley hallowed 
ground. Exploding above Yosemite 
Valley is a geological masterpiece 
known as “Half Dome.” Half Dome 
is so named because like a potter 
working with clay, glaciers slowly formed its iconic smooth and “dome-like” 
surface. Half Dome sits at the breathtaking (literally) elevation of 8,900 feet, 
which puts it about a quarter mile above the highest point in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains and almost a full mile above the valley floor below it.  
 As is the case with any mountain of fame and stature, Half Dome 
dares hikers from around the world to test its limits. Known to the internet 
by the moniker, “The Half Dome Hike,” this 17-mile, sky-scraping journey 
requires a special permit that is won by lottery. Who would ever pay to have 
the chance to do such a thing? 
  Your Co-pastors, of course.  
 8-hours of flying, 4 hours of driving, and one ridiculously early 
wake-up time (4:00am) later, Lara and I stood at the Half Dome trailhead—
headlamps and beef jerky in hand. The early sections of the Hike are 
known aptly as “The Mist Trail,” so named because as you scale the infinite 
number of large granite stairs (the “Stairway to Heaven” as I called it), you 
are soaked with the water from Vernal and Nevada falls. As Lara and I 
trekked onward, we were met with the grandeur of wild things.  
 Three black bears play-fought on a log just below the trail. 
Enormous rock formations erupted out of the valley like natural pyramids. 
For endless hours, all we had to do was simply watch the amphitheater of 

God’s creation reveal itself. Perhaps 
the Psalmists’ language comes 
closest to what we saw, “O Lord our 
God, how majestic is your name in 
all the earth!”  
 After weaving through miles 
of lush forests and scrambling a 
sketchy trail called “The Sub-Dome,” 
Lara and I reached the infamous 
“Cables of Half Dome.” Imagine 500 
feet of cables jutting out of a 45 
Degree rock face 4,000 feet above 
the valley floor. In order to summit 
Half Dome, one must slowly—very 
slowly—pull themselves up to the 
top.  
 One of your pastors was 
terrified, dismayed, and almost 
refused to go. I’ll let you decide who 
that was (hint, it was the taller one). 
Once we reached the top of Half 
Dome, we looked at the surrounding 
mountain vistas from the vantage 
point of Heaven.  
 Being atop this mountain of 
majesty was, as I told Lara, “the 
most wonderful, terrifying thing I’ve 
ever done.” Maybe that’s why such 
wonderful and terrifying things 
happen on mountains in Scripture, 
because the mountains are “thin 
places”—liminal spaces where 
heaven and earth converge like the 
tectonic plates that formed the 
Sierras.   
 If you had seen us that 
afternoon as we completed our 11-
hour, 4,500 feet, 17-mile journey, 
legs beaten and battered, you 
would’ve seen nothing but smiles 
framing our faces.  
 Smiles of gratitude for God’s 
gift of mountainous places.  Smiles 
of delight at the inherent human 
need for adventure. Smiles of 
unbridled joy, because there was a 
pizza place just around the corner. 
   
 --Rev. Josh Musser Gritter 



August 2014 
Usher Volunteers for August 
Greg Scarborough, CHM     John Smith 
Jim Sink                             David Simmons 
Renee Bradshaw                Rochelle Bost 
Scott Whittington 
Join The Team—We have openings in our 
monthly usher crews and welcome your 
participation. Contact Marny Hendrick or the 
church office if you are interested. 

Greeters For August Services 
 (Volunteers always welcome; contact the church 
office or Gail Bankett 

Aug 4 -   One Service - 10:30 a.m. - Lewis Hall 
Aug 11 
8:30 a.m. - Joyce 
Durkee 
11 a.m. - Tom 
Overcash, Carolyn 
Alexander, Bob Wood 
Aug 18  
8:30 a.m. - Wayne and 
Deborah Alexander 
11 a.m.  - Wanda Huntley, Dan & Jan Williams, 
Bill & Anna Wagoner 
Aug 25 
8:30 a.m. - Robert and Lynn Bertram 
11 a.m. Pat Weber, Alicia Wilson, Martha 
Bostian 

August Deacon Greeters 
Aug 4  
Fisher St.  Judy Rochelle   
Lewis Hall-North Bill Saelinger 
Aug 11 
Fisher St.             Johnny Behrooz 
Lewis Hall-North          Savannah Ware 
Aug 18  
Fisher St.  Nancy Linn 
Lewis Hall-North Diane Coggin 
Aug 25 
Fisher St.  Cindi Graham 
Lewis Hall-North Doug Loeblein 

Acolytes For August 
Aug 4 10:30 a.m. Lewis Hall 
Aug 11 11:00 a.m. Communion 
Aug 18 11:00 a.m. Ebbie and Nolt Lescoe 
Aug 25 11:00 a.m. TBA 

August Bread Delivery Volunteers 
Aug 4  Susan Mesimer 
Aug 11  Tracy Smith 
Aug 18  Wayne and Deborah Alexander 
Aug 25  Paula Troxler 

Rowan Helping Ministries Shelter 
Duty  
(3

rd
 Thursday evenings monthly) 

August 15 Deacons 
September 19 WORD, Sojourners, FUSE 
October 17 MS/HS 
November 21 Church-wide volunteers 
December 19 Session 

FPC Food Pick Up For RHM Food Pantry 
Aug Nick Langdon 
Sept Kent Roberts 
Oct Martha Lassiter 
Nov Karen Wenker and Denny Wenker 
Dec  Steve Thomas 
Substitute:  Nick Langdon 
*Most months the food will be ready for pickup 
on Tuesday morning following the 1

st
 Sunday. 

Upcoming Newsletter Deadlines  
(As a general rule, the deadline is the 3

rd
 

Wednesday of each month) 
Edition Month  Deadline  
September   Aug 21 
October   Sept 18 
November   Oct 23 
December  *Nov 18 (Monday) 
January 2020  *Dec 16 (Monday) 

 
Financial Report through 6-30-19 
YTD Adjusted Income  $571,826.57 
YTD Budgeted Income  $579,760.50 
Variance (Negative)  $  (7,933.93) 
 
YTD Adjusted Disbursements $575,251.13 
YTD Budgeted Disbursements $579,560.50 
Variance (under budget) $  (4,309.37) 

 

Convenient, Automated Giving  
For Your Busy Summer 
 Summertime is here! While summer 
travels may take you out of town, your tithe can 
still make it into the offering plate, thanks to the 
convenience of automatic recurring giving.  
 Simply set up your online account today 
at www.salisburyfirstpres.org, and then don’t 
worry about mailing in any weekly envelopes 
before packing your suitcase. To make your gift 
recurring, be sure to select the dropdown that 
says, “Click here if you would like to make this a 
recurring payment.”  
 You can make this an infinite payment 
that will only stop when you manually stop it, or 
you can select how many times you would like 
your gift to come out. Please call Christina in the 
Business Office if you have any questions. 



From Pastor Randy… 

 Healing Listening 
 In a little book on the art of listening, 
James Miller offers a description of an 
“agreeable companion,” the kind of person we 
need in the challenging times of life. Quoting G. 
E. Lessing, Miller writes: “The most agreeable of 
all companions is a simple, frank person, without 
any high pretensions to an oppressive 
greatness; one who loves life and understands 
the use of it; obliging alike at all hours; above all, 
of a golden temper and steadfast as an anchor. 
For such a one we gladly 
exchange the greatest genius, 
the most brilliant wit, the 
profoundest thinker.”   
 According to Miller, there 
are many ways of listening. In his 
book, The Art of Listening in a 
Healing Way, Miller insists that 
we all need an “agreeable companion” at some 
time in our lives.  Most of the time, we listen 
casually, only half hearing. Sometimes we listen 
for comprehension as a student in a classroom. 
At times, we listen critically, thinking about how 
to correct what we are hearing.  
 Occasionally we listen appreciatively, as 
at a concert or on a nature walk. We may even 
know how to listen therapeutically if we have 
been trained to offer skillful care and direction. 
But listening in a healing way requires a different 
approach. The listener who would offer healing 
is the person who is focused on being rather 
than doing. It is in the experience of being with 
another person that healing actually occurs in 
human relatedness. This is the “agreeable 
companion.” 
 This fall the Stephen Ministers at First 
Presbyterian Church will be studying Miller’s 
little book on Healing Listening. Even as a new 
group of Stephen Ministers begins their training, 
our established Stephen Ministers constantly 
retrain in order to offer the best care possible to 
those who are going through the challenging 
times of life. If you feel the need for an 
“agreeable companion,” someone who will listen 
to your challenges, or if you know someone who 
is in need of a listening ear, I hope you will be in 
touch with me or with another of our Stephen 
Ministry Leaders. We want to help.  
 You can reach me through the church 
office (704) 636-1321. May God be with you in 
your times of need, and may God provide 
someone else to be with you in the challenges of  
life.   --Dr. Randy Kirby 

Our Sincere Sympathy To: 
*Clay Burleson and family, on the death of his 
mother, Virginia Burleson, on June 19.  
*Lynn Hales and family, on the death of her 
sister, Martha Hafler, on June 19.  
*Karen Windate, on the death of her mother, 
Betty Bowman 
*Debbie Collins and family, on the death of her 
father. 

 

Notes of Sincere Thanks 
Dear Church Family, 
 I am writing this note to thank you for all 
of the blue cards, calls, visits, and flowers you 
have sent Boonie. He and I appreciate so much 
your kindness and love at this time in our lives.  
 Thank you so much, and we miss 
seeing everyone at church – especially our 
balcony buddies! 
 In love and friendship,  Sandra Young 

■ 
Dear Church Family,  
Thank you so very much for all the love and 
support you have shown to me through phone 
calls, cards, and blue cards. They have been 
comforting and a blessing to both Mike and I.  
   Ebbie Whisenant 

■ 
Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so much for all the prayers for my 
mother, Lee Sack, as she has been recovering 
from a fall in early April.  She is making progress 
and hoping to be walking unassisted soon.  She 
truly enjoyed her visit and flowers a few weeks 
back. Please also know those blue cards of 
support and prayers, that many of you have 
written, and notes from the Blessing Bunch have 
meant SO much to all of us.   
        Gail & Mike Drinkard, and Lee Sack 

■ 
Dear Friends, 
Thanks for all the Blue Cards, Get Well cards, 
Birthday cards, and calls!  Such a help! 
Miss you all and hope to be back soon. 
   Love and Prayers, 
   Skeeter Kirby 
 

 

  



Christian Education 
News & Notes 

 

 Can’t we all just come 
together….. and Party? 
 Three of our committees have 
joined together to host our very first 
Block Party.  Fellowship, Youth, and 
Christian Education Committees 
invite you to celebrate the end of 
summer and kick off the new 
program year with a dunk tank, food 
trucks, games for all ages, music, 
fellowship, a bounce house, and 
FREE ice cream.   
 Not only do we want to party 
with our church family, we want to 
party with our neighbors, too.  So 
help us extend the invitation to 
Salisbury and invite a friend, family 
member, neighbor, or co-worker to 
party with us. The Block Party starts 
at 5:00 on Sunday, August 18 in our 
church parking lot and courtyard and 
will end at 7:00.  Young and young at 
heart, there will be something for 
everyone, so mark your calendar and 
join the fun. 

Two Educational Opportunities 
 Everyman’s Bible Class will be hosting 
two Educational Opportunities in the next 
several months in the Fellowship Hall and would 
like to extend an invitation to join us. We will 
begin each session at 9:45am with our 
traditional hymn singing, and the program will 
start at 10am. Refreshments will be served.  

 AUGUST 25, 9:45am - Fellowship Hall 
Dan and Jan Williams and Dyke and 
Deborah Messinger recently participated 

in a National Geographic expedition on 
the 75th Anniversary of D-Day. Please 
join us as they share highlights from 
their trip!  

 SEPTEMBER 8, 9:45am - Fellowship 
Hall 
Program on the Bell Tower Green: "Bell 
Tower Green" will be a 3.6-acre urban 
park in downtown Salisbury.  Home to 
significant greenspace, trees, flowers, a 
large water wall, a performance stage, 
and a creative play area for children, 
this park promises to be Salisbury's 
"Next little miracle."    
 More importantly, it will prove to 
be a place where "we all come 
together."  Thanks to the Maxwell 
Chambers Trust, the dream of this new 
park and "commons area" is about to 
become a reality.  Groundbreaking will 
begin in August 2019, and Jason Walser 
- Vice President of the Bell Tower Green 
Board - will provide an overview of the 
project. 

 

First Kids returns September 8th at 
5:00.  Keep an eye out for more details 
and the big curriculum reveal! 

 

Rally Day- Is it really here? 
 For many of us not connected to the 
public school calendar, Rally Day might 
seem to be coming early this year, and you 
would be right.  Public Schools are starting 
back on Aug. 7.  So we are going to kick off 
the church school year on Sunday, August 
18.  We will be distributing Bibles to our 
2020 Confirmation class at the 8:50 worship 
service and installing teachers at all three 
services.   
 Then as part of our Rally Day 
festivities, we invite you to join our church 
family and Salisbury neighbors for a Block 
Party from 5:00 till 7:00 that night in the 
church parking lot and courtyard.  We will 
have food trucks, a bounce house, games 
for all ages and much more.  This will be a 
wonderful night to come back together after 
the busyness and travel of summer.  It is 
also a perfect opportunity to invite a friend, 
neighbor, or co-worker to get to know us as 
we have fun together.  



News From Meals On Wheels 
 August has arrived as we 
celebrate the one year anniversary of 
our co-pastors, Josh and Lara Musser-
Gritter, being with us! Now, it is Back to 
School time as the summer has rapidly 
moved along. 
 Did you know that Meals on 
Wheels has been an important service 
program in our county since 1976? 
Please remember that your continued 
support financially and in volunteering is 
vitally important.  
 “Thank 
You” to our 
faithful volunteers 
who delivered 
meals in June:  
Mylisa Phillips, 
Lynda Watson, 
Betty and Jim Carli, Missy and Henry 
Brown, Kim Johnson, Anne and Frank 
Saunders, Barbara and Jim Norman, 
Myrna Crocker, Eleanor Sandifer, Helen 
Kichefski, Glenda Askew, Sherry Beck, 
Charlotte Hall, Mary and Carl Repsher, 
Deb and Marty Walker, Wayne 
Hayworth, Tracy Smith, Margaret 
Mentus, Linda Jones, Buddy Farnan, 
Randy Lassiter, Lyn Beaver, Tricia 
Johnson, Sybil and Bill Baker. 

It’s a BOY! 
 How exciting to anticipate a staff 
birth! Christina, our Business 
Administrator, and her husband, Josh 
Lewis, are expecting their first 
child…and it’s a boy! Everyone is invited 
to join us as we “Shower” them with love 
on Sunday, August 25, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
(a drop in event). Personnel, Finance, 
office volunteers, and staff are hosting. 
Light refreshments will be served.  
If you wish to gift them something, they 
are registered on babylist.com. Search: 
Christina and Josh Lewis.  

Real Good News:  
Evangelism in the Book of Acts 
Sermon Series August 18 – Sept. 22 
 This might not come as a 
surprise to you, but Presbyterians are 
typically not very comfortable with the 
term evangelism. The word often elicits 
images of over the top televangelists, 
signs of condemnation on the street, 
and someone knocking on the door with 
an unwanted pamphlet. Yet, there is so 
much more to evangelism than these 
popular images.    
 In the Greek New Testament, the 
word evangelism comes from the Greek 
euangelion which simply means Good 
News. Those who most clearly show us 
the Good News at work are the people 
in the Book of Acts.  
 For six weeks, we’re going to let 
those in the Book of Acts teach us about 
this tricky topic called evangelism. We’ll 
explore not only what evangelism is but 
also what it means for our relationships 
with people of other beliefs, science, 
culture, and more. Join us!  
 
Presbyterian Women Bible Study 
PW BIBLE STUDY will begin on 
Monday, Sept. 9, at 11:00. Dr. Randy 
Kirby will be leading us. If you want a 
study book, please contact Joyce 
Durkee no later than Aug 27.  

Come Use and Enjoy 
Not One, But Two Libraries 
 We have two libraries on our campus for 
First Presbyterians to use and enjoy. They are 
both located in the Education Building....the 
adult Library is on the hall adjacent to Lewis 
Hall, and the children's Library is located 
downstairs across from the children's music 
room. There are books, tapes, videos, 
magazines, and sermons. Feel free to stop in 
and browse in both libraries. You will probably 
find something that you would like to check out. 
  The Library Committee,  
  Carolyn Glasgow, chairman 



 

A Special Sunday… 
Join Us August 4 at First Pres. 
 Sunday August 4 offers a special 
worship experience and other important 
activities at First Presbyterian. 
 There will be a unified worship 
service at 10:30 am in Lewis Hall to 
hear a TWAM report on their recent 
mission trip to Mexico. Sunday school 
precedes the service at 9:30 a.m. 
 Also just prior to worship in Lewis 
Hall, a called congregational meeting 
will be held at 10:20 a.m. The purpose 
of the meeting is to approve changes in 
the pastors’ call. 
 After worship, please join us in 
the courtyard for our first monthly “1st at 
the Fountain” gathering. The 
congregation will gather around the 
fountain for fellowship and 
refreshments. Please join us. 
 
 

JOY outing for August: 
Woodleaf Tomato Festival 

Saturday, August 17, 2019 
9:00 - 3:00 

Meet at the church parking lot 
at 10:00 to carpool. 

Entertainment: Divided by Four, The 
Trail Blazers and none other than. 
M.....Elvis! Crafts, Attic Sale, Silent 
Auction, Fresh Produce. Tomato 
Sandwiches, Tomato Tasting, 
Hamburgers, Ice Cream and more! 
Bring a chair and stay all day!  
 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
885 Woodleaf Barber Road 

Woodleaf, NC 
 Please call the church office by August 
14 if you plan to carpool and attend this 
event. 
 

Future JOY activities: 
September - Worthy's for food, fun 
and fellowship - date to follow 
Please contact Carol Worthy:  
carol.worthy@live.com or 704-267-2194 
cell if you have any suggestions for 
future JOY activities and/or would like to 
help plan activities for 2019/20. 
 

Saluting Our Bread Ministry 
 Thank you to all who helped over 
the years with the bread ministry. All our 
substitutes, bakers, and delivery people 
who have taken time out of busy lives to 
help welcome newcomers to FPC made 
my job so much easier. Your dedication 
and willingness to help made it a 
blessing to this church and to me.  
   Reba Parsons 

  

Can’t Get Enough  
    of First Pres? 
 
Get all the news, information, 
updates, schedules, bulletins, 

this newsletter 
and the calendar 

For First 
Presbyterian 

Church 
Salisbury when you need it! 

It is just a click away! 
 

www.salisburyfirstpres.org 

 
Bookmark it today! 

 

 
 

 



 

 Generosity, Faith, and Love 
 Another year of Generosity is right around the corner, and if it’s anything like last 
year, Celebration Sunday, October 27th will be a blast! 
 Is it me, because I’m the co-chair of this year’s Generosity Committee, or is it 
you, as well? Do you ever find stories that you’ve read in the Bible that could drop right 
into our Generosity theme? 
 In 1 Kings God tells Elijah that he has commanded a widow to supply him with 
food and water. (could this be First Presbyterian?) When Elijah meets the widow and 

asks her for food and water, the widow replies that 
she only has enough flour and oil for her and her 
son. Then Elijah tells her, if you give a cake to me 
first, your flour and oil will not be used up until the 
drought we are having is over. The widow did as 
requested, and it was just as Elijah said. She was 
never in want, the oil and flour never dried up. The 
widow had faith, gave from the first, and had all 
she needed.   
 Again, is it me, or is this First Presbyterian 
Generosity? We are a Tithing Church! 
 Remember, you will be receiving your 
Pledge Card at the end of August to the first part of 
September. Remember also, for the 3rd year, the 
missions and tithes will be combined to make up 
one commitment. 

 I would like to close with a quote from the movie Brian’s Song. At the end of the 
movie Gale Sayers is talking about his good friend, Brian Piccolo, and says, “I love 
Generosity, and I want you to love Generosity too”……………..or something like that. 
       Steve Thomas 
       Co-Chair Commitment Committee 
 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church        

308 West Fisher Street          
Salisbury, NC 28144 
 
Sanctuary Worship 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
               ■ 
Life Center Worship 
         8:50 a.m. 
  ■ 
   Sunday School  
     For All Ages 
         10 a.m. 
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