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The Pastor’s Reflections… 

Remember: Why Looking Back Is The Only Way To Look Forward 
I once heard someone (probably not a historian) say 

that History is written with the pen of the winner. At first, that 
sentiment struck me as alarming. Is not history the definitive 
and 100% factual re-telling of what happened in the past? 
 Peruse through the George Washington biography 
section at the public library and you’ll quickly realize that 
history is told from the vantage point of the historian. The 
same is true of Jesus and the gospels and the places they 
disagree. Matthew, Mark, and Luke’s Jesus disrupts the 
temple just a week prior to his 
death, but in John’s gospel Jesus 
rebukes the moneychangers 
already in chapter 2. We’re led to 
ask, “So, what actually 
happened?”  

The essential question of 
history is not what actually 
happened but what does it mean 
that it happened. We don’t study 
history in order to know the facts. Our historical quest is one 
of understanding why our world is the way it is. If you want 
to see today clearly, then take a walk through the annals of 
the past, there you will find your answer.  

When it comes to looking at history, I’ve heard many 
people say, “that was such a long time ago. Just let it stay 
in the past.” The problem with that sentiment is that it is 
entirely unbiblical. When Israel is on the cusp of entering 
the promise land after 400 years in Egypt and 40 in the 
wilderness, God’s chief command to them is an historical 
one, “Remember.” In order to live as God’s people in the 
present, Israel is to remember its past.  

This active remembrance is beyond cognitive 
memory. Israel is not to merely reflect on its past—it is to 
relive its past, as if Israel is actually there. This is why the 
Jewish people inscribe the memory of their past into their 
daily life. Take the Jewish holy festival of Passover as an 
example. Every year, Jews gather in the Spring to observe 
the Passover meal, to remember their slavery in Egypt, and 
to re-enact God’s deliverance. Why remember? Because if 

“you do not remember you 
were slaves in Egypt, then 
you will enslave others.”  

We Christians often 
forget just how Jewish our 
Jesus is. In fact, is not Jesus 
still Jewish? When Jesus sat 
with the disciples taking of 
the Passover meal, should 
we be surprised that his one 
command was “eat this in 
remembrance of me?” To be 
Christian, therefore, is to be 
a people who remember the 
past, to participate in Israel’s 
memory. “That happened 
such a long time ago, 
shouldn’t we just let the past 
be the past?” If we forget, 
will we not lose ourselves in 
the present?  

When it comes to the 
complex issues of our day, I 
don’t have the answers. 
What I do know is that 
forgetting is not a divine 
command, but remembering 
is. Like happened to biblical 
Israel, washing away the 
past will only lead to pain 
and disunity in the future. I 
do not know how we ought to 
remember our complex and 
painful histories.  

But all this causes me 
to wonder, what healing and 
joining in Salisbury is on the 
other side of remembrance?  
   --Rev. Josh Musser Gritter 
  



October 2019 
Usher Volunteers for October 
Cathy Zalenski, CHM          Keith Garner 
Robert Williams                  Martha Bostian 
Eric Clark                           Jimmy Linn 
John Ware                          Marny Hendrick 
Join The Team—We have openings in our 
monthly usher crews and welcome your 
participation. Contact Marny Hendrick or the 
church office if you are interested. 

Greeters For October Services 
 (Volunteers always welcome; contact Gail Bankett 
or the church office. 

Oct 6               
8:30 a.m. - Dianne Scott, Tony Blackwell 
11 a.m. - John, Cindy, and Savannah Ware, 
Myrna Crocker, Anne Curlee 
Oct 13 
8:30 a.m. - Joyce Durkee 
11 a.m. - David Beaver, Cindi Graham, John and 
Glenna Todd 
Oct 20 
8:30 a.m. - Jennifer Hands 
11 a.m. - Jerry and Betty MacLean, Frank 
Saunders, Jessie and Kathy Tart 
Oct 27 
8:30 a.m. - Scott and Kim Johnson 
11 a.m. - Betty Mohs, Chris and Renee Bradshaw, 
Acey and Carol Worthy 

October Deacon Greeters 
Oct 6 
Fisher St.  Savannah Ware 
Lewis Hall-North Nancy Linn 
Oct 13   
Fisher St.             Diane Coggin 
Lewis Hall-North          Cindi Graham 
Oct 20 
Fisher St.  Doug Loeblein 
Lewis Hall-North David Swaim 
Oct 27 
Fisher St.  Sara Lee  
Lewis Hall-North Laura Lewis 

Acolytes For October 

Oct 6 11:00 a.m. Communion 
Oct 13 11:00 a.m. Ebbie and Nolt Lescoe 
Oct 20 11:00 a.m. Jack and Lucy Heilig 
Oct 27 11:00 a.m. Luke Bryan 

October Bread Delivery Volunteers 

Oct 6  Randy Lassiter 
Oct 13  Doug Glasgow 
Oct 20  Renee Bradshaw 
Oct 27  Mike and Fredna Farris 

Rowan Helping Ministries Shelter Duty  
(3

rd
 Thursday evenings monthly) 

October 17 MS/HS 
November 21 Church-wide volunteers 
December 19 Session 

FPC Food Pick Up For RHM Food Pantry 
Oct Martha Lassiter 
Nov Karen Wenker and Denny Wenker 
Dec  Steve Thomas 
Substitute:  Nick Langdon 
*Most months the food will be ready for pickup on 
Tuesday morning following the 1

st
 Sunday. 

Upcoming Newsletter Deadlines  
(As a general rule, the deadline is the 3

rd
 

Wednesday of each month) 
Edition Month  Deadline  
November   Oct 23 
December  *Nov 18 (Monday) 
January 2020  *Dec 16 (Monday) 

Congratulations To:  
■ Christina and Josh Lewis, on the birth of their 
son, Caleb James Lewis, on Sept. 11.  
■ Johnny and Maggie Behrooz, on the birth of 
their son, James Hart Behrooz, on Sept. 12. 
James’ big sister is Eleanor. 
■ Lynn Weisler, on the birth of her granddaughter, 
Elizabeth Barbour Norvell, on Sept. 1. Elizabeth’s 
parents are Philip and Meredith Norvell.  
 

Our Sincere Sympathy To: 
† Roxanne Myers, on the death of her father-in-
law, Benny Myers. 
† Sandy Alexander and family, on the death of his 
mother. 

 

Maxwell Chambers Trust To Meet 
 The fall meeting of the Maxwell Chambers 
Trust will be held on Monday, October 21, at 6:00 
p.m., in the Everyman’s classroom. We have 
several topics of discussion that will require a 
quorum vote to finalize the process. We need 
each member of the Trust to attend this meeting 
to insure the Trust’s ability to provide the financial 
support to First Presbyterian Church for the future. 
 A quorum is required for a vote to occur. 
Please block out an hour of your time on Monday, 
October 21, at 6:00 p.m. Your time and support 
will benefit First Presbyterian Church for years to 
come. 
 

 
 



From Pastor Randy… 

An Opportunity to Mentor 
“The wind blows where it chooses…  
    (John 3:8)” 
 Jesus was speaking to talking to 
Nicodemus and trying to explain the 
movement of the Spirit of God.  Jesus was 
saying the Spirit moves in surprising, 
unexpected ways.  We can see the affects, 
but we cannot cause it or control it.  It is like 
the wind. 
 Sometimes the church catches a fair 
breeze and something happens completely 
beyond our planning. You may remember 
that when we did the mission study in 2017 
we made several things priorities for mission.  
We wanted our facility to be more open to 
community. We stated that we were 
interested in 
developing an after 
school program. We 
wanted opportunities 
for youth mentoring.  
Someone even 
suggested that a 
community need was 
to teach cooking 
skills.     
 This summer a fair breeze blew all of 
that our way. “Kids at Work” contacted us 
about hosting an afterschool program for 
youth. The focus of the program is “Culinary 
Arts and Interpersonal Skills.”  The “Kids at 
Work” program operates under Aspire Youth 
and Family, Inc., which is a 501 C(3) 
nonprofit. They provide the food, the chef, the 
interpersonal skills coach, the insurance, and 
the kids. We provide the kitchen and host the 
group while they are in the building.   
 The Spirit blows where it chooses.  
We are glad it chose us for this hosting 
opportunity. The Witness and Property 
Communities endorsed the program. The 
Deacons and Session approved it.  We hope 
that they will start meeting on Tuesdays from 
4:00-7:00 in the near future. If you want to 
know more, check it out online at 
www.aspireyouthandfamily.com.  
 If you are interested in being involved 
with the Witness Committee as we serve as 

hosts, please contact Doug Loeblein, Stewart 
Adams, or me through the church office.  May 
God bless this mission of the church! 
    --Randy Kirby 

Notes Of Sincere Thanks 
 We wish to express our appreciation for 
all the blue cards, cards, visits, and prayers sent 
during Frank’s illness. His procedure was 
successful. 
 In Christ’s love, 
 Frank and Anne Saunders 

● 
To all the members of First Presbyterian, 
 I can’t express how much I appreciated all 
the prayers, cards, visits, and flowers you have 
sent me over the past several years, especially 
during my extended rehabilitation at The Lutheran 
Home.  Many thanks to the Blessings Bunch for 
the many notes of concern and encouragement, 
the Flower Committee for the fragrant, beautiful 
bouquets, the women who shared Holy 
Communion on numerous occasions, and to 
Randy Kirby for his frequent and most welcomed 
visits!  I have been home for a while now, and 
your attention has been steadfast. I know that all 
of you helped me recover, and I am blessed to be 
among such loving, giving people! 
        --Sharon Whittington 

● 
A Thank You 
 For the value you bring to our scholars, 
for the strengths that help build their success, for 
the book bags you have given, and for your 
commitment to each Overton student, you are 
greatly appreciated.  
    Fran Lescoe 
 

News From Meals On Wheels 
 October is arriving and we're already 
experiencing shorter day light hours and 
enjoying the beauty of the changing seasons. 
 "Thank You" to our volunteers who 
delivered meals in August:  Mylisa Phillips, 
Lynda Watson, Betty and Jim Carli, Missy 
and Henry Brown, Kim Johnson, Anne and 
Frank Saunders, Barbara and Jim Norman, 
Myrna Crocker, Eleanor Sandifer, Helen 
Kichefski, Glenda Askew, Sherry Beck, 
Charlotte Hall, Mary and Carl Repsher, 
Wayne Hayworth, Tracy Smith, Margaret 
Mentus, Linda Jones, Buddy Farnan, Randy 
Lassiter, Dianne Scott, Susie Riggs, Bob 
Steele, Sybil and Bill Baker. 



 

Christian Education 
News & Notes 

 

A Necessary Break…. 
 Dear Church Family, 
 The depression I have been dealing 
with for the last two years has ramped up in 
recent weeks. As a result I will be taking 
medical leave in order to focus on getting it 
better under control and learning skills to 
minimize its effects in the future.  My medical 
leave will last two weeks at a time.   
 After each two week period I will be 
checking in with Pastors Lara and Josh to 
assess if it is time to return to work or 
continue my leave. I have met with Lara as 
well as Carr Garner and Mindy Muire (CE 
Elders) to work out the coverage of my 
duties.  
 Tracy and I are beyond grateful for the 
compassion, grace, and support we have 
received from our wonderful co-pastors, as 
well as the Personnel and Christian 
Education Committees. My leave began 
September 22, 2019. I look forward to 
returning to you soon feeling better and 
brighter. 
  Peace and grace, 
  Elizabeth Snelbaker 

Can You Provide a Trunk….  
Or Maybe a Treat? 
 Our annual community Trunk or Treat 
is scheduled for Saturday, October 26 from 
3:00 to 5:00.  We are co-hosting this event 
with First Methodist, St. 
John’s, St. Luke’s, and 
Stallings Baptist 
Churches.  Our church 
needs to provide at least 
8 trunks and as much 
individually pre-wrapped 
candy as possible.   
 Please contact Alan Fowler if you 
would like to have a trunk and drop your 
candy donations by the church office anytime 
during office hours. We look forward to 

another fantastic year of Halloween Fun and 
community fellowship. 

Race Task Force Invitation 
 “For he is our peace; in his flesh he has 
made both groups into one and has broken down 
the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 
15 

He has abolished the law with its 
commandments and ordinances, that he might 
create in himself one new humanity in place of the 
two” -Ephesians 2:14-15 
 

Dear First Presbyterian Family, 
 Do you have a passion for racial 
reconciliation in our world and community? 
Would you consider serving on a 
congregational task force to coordinate and 
implement ideas, strategies, and opportunities 
for FPC’s continued growth and community 
presence? 
 If this interests you, please join us for 
an organizational meeting on Sunday, 
October 6, at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship 

Hall. The purpose of 
this initial meeting 
will be to determine 
who is interested 
and to find an on-
going meeting time 
that will work for the 

group.  
 If you would like to be a part of the task 
force but cannot attend this initial meeting, 
please let Christine or I know; or if you’re 
interested but not sure you want to serve on the 
task force, we would love you to join us with no 
pressure to commit. The meeting and the task 
force are open to the entire congregation. 
 The task force idea came from a recent 
resolution of Salem Presbytery, and an 
invitation from the Presbytery’s Peace and 
Justice Task Force, for all congregations to 
focus on specific steps toward racial justice and 
reconciliation that are in keeping with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Our Session, seeing this 
as a potentially huge and on-going opportunity 
for our congregation, voted to create a Task 
Force dedicated to discerning, planning, and 
implementing congregational opportunities 
toward more racial understanding.   
 Another wonderful way to reflect Christ 
in our church and community! 
  God’s Grace and Peace, 
  Kathy Vestal, Session Member 



 
     
 

 



JOY Activities: Lots of Opportunities Planned in Coming Months 
 

October 9 (Wednesday) - Bob & Sara Cook will host a pot luck lunch at their lake 
house - 2125 Price Road, Salisbury 28144.  Please bring a dish to share and RSVP by 
October 6 to the church office if you plan to attend. 
 
October 18 (Friday) - 7:30 p.m. - Canto Zenzero - The Singing Gingers Celtic Concert 
at First Arts Series will be held at FUMC.  Their website is www.cantozenzero.com.  
Please contact Wendy Weant for more details. 
 
October 31 (Thursday) - any time between 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Halloween evening 
at the Worthy's.  Hot apple cider and bean soup.  Please bring a snack or appetizer.  It 
will be a nice evening to relax, talk or sit by the fire and watch the little ones come by to 
trick or treat.  You can even bring a bag of candy for the children. You can also wear a 
cute costume but it is not mandatory.  There is no need to RSVP. 
 
November 7 (Thursday) - 10:15 a.m. - NC Transportation Museum.  Train ride is at 
10:30 a.m.  The cost is $5 for train ride and $5 to go thru the museum.  If there are at 15 
or more in our group, we can arrange for a tour guide and a discount on the tickets.  
Please call the church office as soon as possible if you plan to attend. 
 
November 16 - Cathy Zalenski will perform a rumba/cha-cha dance at Best of Ballroom 
Dance Studio – 644 Hanes Mall Blvd, Winston Salem – more info to follow.  
 
December - pot luck and white elephant gift exchange in Fellowship Hall.  Date to be 
announced. 
 
February 2020 (Tuesdays) - FINISHING STRONG will be a 4-week workshop for our 
senior members facing the challenges of the physical, emotional, spiritual and legal 
issues of the second half of their lives.  Please join us as we learn and discuss 
possibilities and potential for enhancing these years with professionals in each area of 
concern.  For more information contact Sara Cook 704-636-1898. 
 
Please contact Carol Worthy at 704-603-4320 if you would like to plan a JOY event or 
have some ideas for the coming year.  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Give Prayerful Consideration To 2020 Commitment Campaign 
 Commitment Sunday is Sunday, October 27. The church will provide 
breakfast and lunch that day as a celebration of our 2020 commitment. By now 
you should have received your 2020 letter and 
commitment pledge card. Please return the pledge 
cards as soon as possible. Don’t forget to RSVP the 
meal your family will attend! Also please remember 
that the church will tithe to the witness approved 
organizations: Communities in Schools, Community 
Care Clinic, Family Crisis, Food for Thought, Habitat 
for Humanity, Meals on Wheels, Mwandi, Africa, 
Rowan Helping Ministries, Salem Presbytery, and 
TWAM (Teens with a Mission).   
 All the members of the commitment committee 
have worked hard this year so that this campaign will be a success. I thank you 
in advance of your generous pledge and look forward to seeing you on 
Commitment Sunday.  
     Jim Sink, Co-chair of commitment committee  
 

Planning For Our Church’s 200th Anniversary 
 Do you love First Presbyterian Church? Do you love history? Our 200th 
anniversary year is coming up and we need passionate people to dream up how we 
might celebrate this momentous milestone and make it happen.  If you’re interested, 
come to a meeting in Fellowship Hall on October 13 during the Sunday School 
hour. If you’re interested but unable to attend, please email Christine Mowery. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to remember our history and get envision about our hopeful 
future.  
 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church        

308 West Fisher Street          
Salisbury, NC 28144 
 
Sanctuary Worship 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
               ■ 
Life Center Worship 
         8:50 a.m. 
  ■ 
   Sunday School  
     For All Ages 
         10 a.m. 
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